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HAVING 
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Churches conſſtingof many c "ongregations, 
N = Scripture. 


ae 


8 E l oN * The 2 1 1 the ca- 


pital Difference between the Two Parties, the Frege, 
aud Presbyterians, point td ar. 


＋ Aving undertaken to Examine the D: vine In* - 
ſtitution of B ſhops having Churches conſiſting 
of many Congregations, or Engliſh Ep ſcopacy, 
by Scripture; two Things muit be done be- 
fore we go any further. Firſt, We muſt conſider what 
are the Things abcut which there is no- Controverſie be- 
.tween the two Parties, the Prelat;/ts and Presbyterians. 
And then whit is the Preciſe Point in which the chief and 
Principal Niffecence heth, As to the firlt of theſe, both 
Parties grant, 
ift.) That the E piſcopel Office in the Church is an . 
. or Divine Inſtitution. This is what no Chriſti- 
in can deny, ſeeing it is ſo exprelly ſaid, Tate heed there- 
| | fore unto.your ſelves, and to a! the Flack, over the which l 
EO * GHOST hath made you Biſhops. And if A. 
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2.) That a Biſhop is a Paſtor whoſe Flock is 4 
Company or Society of Chriſtian People, or a Church. 


Thus Cyprian, Eccleſia eſt Plebs Sacerdoti adunata, & Pa- 


ſtori ſuo Greæ adhærens, That is, A Church is a People 


united to its Prieſt, and a Flock àdhearing to its Paſtor, 


to wit, the Biſhop . 


0 3. ) That every Church ſhould have A Biſhop 1 20 


one at leaſt, if not many, as the Church of Epheſus and. 1 


Philippi, in the Apoſtolical Times. Perbaps the Prelatiſts 


will allow but one Biſhop to Each Particular Church 


(at leaſt this is-their practice) notwithſtanding of Scrip- 
ture Warrant to the contrary. But that will make but 


one of the ſmalleſt Articles belonging to this Controver- jt 


fie, If one Biſhop be allowed to every Church, I be- 
lieve the Prebyteri ans will not much complain. Says Igna- 
tiut, One Altar to every Church, and one Biſhop, with the 
Presbytery, and Deacons, &c, © | 

(4.) That as every Church ſhould have A Biſhop, fo 
4 particular Church is a Biſhop's whole Flock, and his 
Jariſdiction doth not reach beyond it. If it be faid One 


_ Biſhop to every Church, it muſt alſo be ſaid, One Church 


to every Biſhop, A Chriſtian Biſhop can pretend to no 
more than a particular Church as his Charge, that is the 
thing which is committed to his Care, and all the Mem- 


bers of it are under his Epiſcopal Jurisdiftion. In a a 


word, his Flock is a Church. 2 

([.) That a particular Church, and an Epiſcopal 
. Dioceſe are Equivalent Terms or ſignify one and the ſame 
thing. A Church is an Epiſcopal Dioceſe, and an Epiſco- 
pal Dioceſe is a Church. Thus Biſhop Srillingfleet againſt, 
Separat. p. If, we look over the ancient Canons of 
the Church, We ſhall find two things wery plain in them, firſt 


that the notion of a Church was the ſame with that of a Di- 


obeſe, or ſuch a Number of Chriſtians as were under the in- 
ſpection of a Biſhop. The word Dioceſe is not to be found 
in Scripture, but the thing that is underſtood thereby, is 
. expreſſed therein by Church. Thas the Church of Jeruſa- 
lem, is the ſame as the D:oceſe of Feruſalem; The Church 
of Antioch, is the Dioceſe of Antioch; The Church of Co- 

rinth, the Dioceſe of Corinth; and the Churh of . 
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{ "the Dioceſe of Laodicea. Theſe things will be eaſily con? 


| 


| dqeftended to on all hands, and there will be but very 
1 Little Controverſy about Them. Now in the Next 
pls © ns 
„We come to Conſider the Preciſe Point in which the 


Principal Difference lieth, And for Clearing this, we need 
not, and ſhall not run to the Writings of the Divines of 
either Party, who have handled this Controverſy. The 
| Form, Conſtitution, or Practice of both Churches, the 
Epiſcopal, and Presbyrerian, is netoriouſſy known, and ob- 
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vious to the View of all the World, | 
On the one ſide, the Prelatiſts have their Biſhops, their 

| Churches or Dioceſes and one Biſhop to every Church, 

And on the other hand the *Presbyterians have alſo their 

| B. ſpops (though Commonly they go Not under That 
1 Name) and their Churches or Dioceſes, and alſo One 

4 Biſhop to Every Church, and Sometimes Two, though 
rarely. But here is the Difference that among the Pres 

Vyteri ans, Biſhops are meer ly Parechial, and a Church, 

' Which they make a Biſhop's Dioceſe or Flock, Conſiſts cf 
one Congregation only; whereas amongſt the Prelatiſts 
the Biſhops are not Congregational, but a Church, which 

they make a Biſhop's Dioceſe or Flock, conſiſts of may 
Hundreds or Scores of Congregations, And every 


% = kd —_— hs 44 — 
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r 7 ö x 
one of theſe Congregations has a Particular Paſtor of 
[its own, called Presbyrer, and theſe are Subpaſtors on- 
me ly, Subordinate to the Biſhop, who is the Supream Pa- 
—ſtour of the Church conſiſting of all theſe Congregati- 
O, 7 3 | 
? ::}  _ Moreover in England, the Riſhops do not Govern their 


= Churches Cammuni Presbyterorum Concil;o, by the Com- 
J. mon Council of Presbyters, but by a Secular Court, a 
- -. | Chancellor, Subchancellor, and other Officials; But 
this being Notoriouſly Contrary to SCRIPTURE, and 
whole Current of Antiquity for many Ages, and owned 
ſo to be, We need not put our ſelves to the Trouble to 
ſay Me aboart irt. „ 
It is Evident then that the Preciſe Point on which the 
5 Hinge of this Controverſy Turneth, is the Nature, Con- 
„ J ſtitution, or Form ofa Church; to wit, whither 1 
N 3 . _ | ſhould 
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dred Congregations. And that is, (ſeeing Dioceſe and 


ſnould conſiſt of one Congregation only, or of many Hun- 


Church are one thing ) whither an Epiſcopal Dioceſe ſhould 'E 


- confiit of One or Many Hundreds of Congregations, 


The Presbyterians pretend That an Epiſcopal Dioceſe 


ſhould conſiſt of one Congregation only ; but Dioceſes 


or Churches in England Comprehend Hundreds of Con- 
gregations, witneſs the Dioceſe of Lincoln, in which there 


: are Eleven hundred Pariſhes. 


e 


SECTION I. The Merhod of coming io the Deciſion 


of this Controverſie laid down, and the ſeveral Places 


of the New · Teſtament, in which the word Church #; 
to be found, ranged into ſix Claſſes. TG 
of this Caſe, is to go to the Fowitain, and have Re- 
courſe to the Original Inſtitution, to Conſider in what ſeuſe 


" } N E ſafe and the clear way to come to a Reſolution 


Church is taken in the Word of God; whither it fignify- 


eth a Worſhipping Church, a Society of Chriſtians 


which uſed to Aſſemble in one place, for Hearing, Con- 


municating, and Acts of Diſcipline, that is a Congregati- 


on : Or whither it ſignifyeth a Society or Company of 
Chriſtians diſtributed into Many hundreds of Congre ga- 
tions, and united among themſelves, no other way, hut by 


their being ſubject to the Government, or under the Juriſ. 


diction of one General or Common Biſhop. 


And if it cannot be made appear by Scripture, that 
Church therein ſignifyeth a Society or Body of Chriſti- 


ans conſiiting of fone hundreds of Congregations united 


riouſly Evident, That what. they call Churches or Diocęſes 
in En land, are of Humane levention and Original, and 


by clear and Neceffary Conſequence, that what they call 


B:ſhzps there, have no Divine Authority, nor Warrant 


from the Word of God, but are Plants which the Heavcn- 


Faber bath nat lamtdP. | 
In order then to Determine this Controverſy, our 


Work muſt be to Examine all theſe Places of Scripture, 
in which is the word Church, and to try if in any of theſe 
places it fiznifyeth a Society or Body of Chriſtians di- 
| Kributed jake many handcads. of Congregations, = 
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under the Government of a Biſhop, then it will be Noto- _ 


3 s 
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curs in about 68 places of the New Teſtament,” paſſing 


to Six diſtinct Claſſes And in the - 


* 2 
>. pug 3" 


vo 3 5 and N hett it, even as the Lord the . 28. 


of the Church, and they are Two, To wit. 


Rock ] will build my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall 18. 
vat prevail againſt it. 


Church, and if he Neglect to hear the © burch, let him be * 
unto thee as an Heathen Man and a Publican. 


þ Seconaarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers, 


» ers in Heavely Naefe might be known by the Church 2 
Mani fold Wiſ⸗ 


throughout all Ages, &c. 
is the Head of the Church. 
1 Wives be to their own Husbands in every thing. 


HAusbands Love your Wives, even as Chriſt alſo loved heſ. 52 
"oi the Church, ana gave Himſelf for it, ; jo alle 50 $ 


670 7 —— 
Now after Search it will be found that cc Qe- © 


by the Book of the Revelation, and all theſe Texts where 

this Word is in the Plural Number, as not to the Purpoſe 

in hand. And for our more, Orderly proceeding, we ſhall _ 
Rank theſe paſſages where this Word is to be found, in- 


FIRST Claſs, . | 
We ſhall put theſeTexts in which Chriſt Bimſelf Speaks 


And I ſay unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this Math. i 16 


And if he ſhall Neglect to Hear them, Tell it unto he Math. 18 


Second C. I. A 8 8. 
And God hath ſet Some in the Church, Ei Apofile, I 1Cor. 2 


And bath put all things under his Feet, and gave Him 1 1 
to he Head over all things to the Church. af 


To the Intent that now unto the Principalities and Pow- Ep del 


om of God 
Unto Him be Glory in the Church by Chriſt peſun ebe 3] 


For the Pol hep is the Head of the Wife, even as Chrift Bye: 
Therefore as. the Church js ſubje& to Chriſt, | tet the ber 5 


That He might preſent it to Him ſelf a n Church, Fpbeſ 3 


1 1 22 Spot or Wrinkle or any ſuch thin but that it 2 
3 ; 7 Should be holy” ana without blemi ſh. 7 | 85 7. 


For no Man ever yet hated his own Fleſh, but Nouriſh Epheſ. 3 


„ 
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ginning, the firſt born from the Dead. © „ 
Coloſ. 1. Ihe now re joyce in my Sufferings for you and fill up that 


Acts 7. 38. This is He that was in the Church in the Wilderneſs 

| wirh the Angel which ſpoke to him in the Mount Sinai, & c. 

Heb. 12. To the General Aſſembly aud Church of the firſt born, 

23. which are written in Heaven, and to God the Judge of all, 
| and to the ſpirits of Juſt men made per fett. _ 


Fanrtb CLASS. een” 
Some therefore Cryed one thing and ſome another for the 
Aſſembly was Confaled and the more part knew not where- 

fore they were come together. 8 

But af ye enquire any thing concerning other Nn. attèe ys, 
it ſhall he determined in a lawful Aſſembl y. 

. when be had thus ſpoken he Diſmiſſed the Aſſem 


D ode eb; te, 3 
" And the Lord Added to the Church daily ſuch as 
|; Qs 5. 11. [bowd be ſaved. FOE: „% EN ke” 
| And great fear came upon all the Church, and upon as 
Ss 8 2, any. as Rd theſe thing. 
And at that time there was a great perſecution againſt. 
the Church which was at Jeruſalem, and they were 
Scattered abroad throughout the Regions of Judea and Sa-. 
Acts 8. 3. maria, except the Apoſtels. e - 
* . As for Saul he made havock of the Church, entring in- 


| As 11. them to prijon, 


12. Then tidings of thoſe things came unto ihe Eats of the 5 4 
| Church which is in Jeruſalem, and they ſent forth Barna- 


lets 11. bas that he ſhould go as far as Autioc g.. 
„ wel he 54 found him (Paul) he bronght him une 
* to Antioch, and it came to paſs, that a whale year they aſs 
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[Coloſ. 1. Thi; 5s 4 great Myſtery, but 1 ſpeak of Chriſt and the | 
And he is the head of the body, the Church who js the bes | 


8 which is behind of the Afflictiont of Chriſt in my fleſp; 
[ far his Bodys ſake which is the Church. Pp 55 18 — 


to every houſe,” and haling Men and Women committing | 
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and the Difciples were called Chriſtians Firſt at Antiach; 

Nom about that time Herod the King ſtreiched forth, his 19735 
n to vex certain of the Church. Accs 12.5. 

Peter therefore was kept in Priſon, but Prayer was made Acts 12.5. 
without ceaſing of the Church unto 'Ged for him. 

Nom there were in the Church that was at Antioch; cer- AR513, Is 
tain Prophets and Teachers, as Barnabas and Si meos that 

was called Niger, Se. 

And when they were come and had 0 the chu rch toge- Acts 14. 
tber they rehearſed all that God had donewith themgand how 27. 
he had opened the Door of Faith unto 10 Gentiles, _ 

And being brought on their way by the Church ther paſſed Acts 1 5. 
thorow Phen ce, and Samaria, declaring the Converſion of the 3, 
Gentiles and they cauſed great joy unto all the Brethren, © 1 

And when they were come to Jeruſalem, they were recei v. Acts 15. 
ed of the Church, and of the Apoſtles aud Elaers, and they 4. 
declared all things that God had dane with them. | 

Then pleaſed it the Apoſtles and Elders, with the whole Acts 15. 
Church. to ſend choſen men of their own Company to Aatioch 22. 
with Paul and Barnabas, namely Judas Sirnamed Barſabas; "© 
and Silas, Chief men among the Brethren ,  . on 

And when he had landed atC eſaria,ard 1 gone brand ſaluted 445 19.5 
the Church, he went down to Antioch, 

q And from UNS he ſent to Epheſus, and called the El. ac 204% 
ere of the Church. 

1 . heed p fore unto ve elne and to all the Hocl over 8 28. 
the which the Holy Ghoſt hat h made jou Overſeer, to feedthe 10 
Church of God, which he hath 1 with his own Blood: gi 

I commend unto you Phebe our Siſter, which ig erben Rom. 16 


| of the Church which is at Cenchrea . 
4 7 
3 |. 


_ Likewiſe greet the Church that is in their than & o 

Unto the Church of God which is at Corinth, to them that g Cor. 1. 
are gab in Feſus Chriſt ec. 

F then ye have judg wents of things pertaining ro this life 1057.6 

Ser them to judge who are leaſt Ejteemed ; in the Church. 

Give none offence neither to the Jews, ror to the Gentiles ns 10. 
r. to the Chureh of God, _ 

For firſt of all when je coine tog gether in the Church, t Cot. 11. 
| hear that there be Bee among jon 11 iS. 


= {© at 
5 What? have you not houſeſ to eat and to drink in? or deſpiſe 
2 1 8 ye the Churchef God, and ſhame them that have not? 
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( 9 but he that propheſieth, edifieth the Church. 
4 by 3 1 would that ye all ſpake with T ongues, but rather that ye 
1 '? Propheſied, for greater is he that prophe ſieih than he that 


— 

* 
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ns may receive edifying.. 0 1 
12. Even ſo ye, for as much as ye are zealous of ſpiritual gifts 
| 7 | : 8 
ſeek that ye may excell to the edifying of the Church. 
Yet in the Church I had rather ſpeak five words with in 
©? underſtanding, that by my voice I might teach others alſs, 
then ten thouſand words in an unknown Tengue. 
1a FYf therefore the Whole Church be come together into one 
place, and all ſpeak with Tongnes, and there come in theſe that 
are unlearned or unbelievers, will they notſay that ye are mad, 
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Church, and let him ſpeak to himſtif and to God. 

1 For it is a ſhame ſer women to ſpeał in the Church. _ 

Cor. 16. Aquila and Priſcilla ſalute you much in the Lord, with 
Ihe Church that is in their Houſe, 


mot hy our brother, umtothe Church of God which is at Co- 
rintb, with all the Saints which are in all Achaia. 


1 


4 5 


A Church of God, and waſtedit, 


5 teonſneſs which is in the Law, blameleſ. 

Col. 4 15, Salute the brethren which are at Laodicea, and Nymphas 

| and the Church which isin his Houſe , 

16. And whenthis Epiſtle is read amongſt you, Cauſe that it be 
read allo in the Church of the Laodiceans, and that ye like- 
w/e read the Epiſtle from Laodicea. ; 


. he take care of the Church of Ged. 

| 121 Lim. 5. Ia man or woman that believeth have Widows, let them 
1458.  relievethem, and let not the Church be charged, that it may 
nc + relieve them that are Midoms indeed. | 

| Fhilemon And io the Chureh in thy Houſe. 


2. bl 
ed 2.12. of the Church I will. Sing Praiſe unto Thee, 


He that ſpeaketh in an uuknewn Torene edifieth bin 2 


200. 1.1. Paul an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, by the will of God, and Ti- 


| Cal. I. 13. For ye have hb: ard of my Converfation in time paſt in the 
8 Jews Religion, how that Beyond meafure I perſecuted the 


|| Phil. 3.'6, Concerning zeal perſecuting the Church, roxching the righ- 


Tim. 3. For if a man know not hom to rule his own bouſe, how ſhalt 9 


IJ. declare thy Name unto my Brethren, in the midft 


Jpeaketh with Tongues, except he interpret, that the Church | 


28 But if there be no interpreter, let them keep Silence in the ; 


8 2D page oY „ oo mus ft. hal » hand os 
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ä I; ab ſich ainong vo, let him call for the Elders of the © 14. 
Church, jel let them _ over him, Cc. Jam hs 
' Which have born witneſs of thy charity before the Church 3 John 6. 


whom if thau bring forward iu their journey, after a Godly 


„% ort, thou (halt do well. 


Church, aud had prayed with Faſting, they recommended 


Sith CLASS. 


And wben they had Ordained them Elders, in every 408 4 


them to the Lord, on whom they belerved. 5. 
lo ſpal bring jon into the Remembrance of my wavs which l Cor 4. 
be in Chriſt, as I teach every where in every Church. 5 
No Church Communicated with me, as concerning giving Phil. 3. 
and receiving, but ye only. Wo | £7 
Paul and Sylvanu; and Timotheus unto the Church ofthe 1 Theſſ. 
The ſſiloniaus, which is in God the Father, and the Lord 1. 1. 
Je ſus Chriſt. | | 
The Church which is at Babylon, elected together with 1 Pet. g, 
you ſaluteth you. 3 3 1 
I wrote unto the Church, bat Diotrephes who loveth to; john 2 


% 


| have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 


Neither doth he himſelf receive the Brethren, and forbid- 3 John 10 
deth them that would, and caſteth them out of the Church 


SECTION III. The Places contain d in the 1, 4, 3 and 4 


tf 
| 
\ 


\ Claffes conſidered, and found not to favour Dioceſes, con- 
Iſiſtin g of Multitudes of Congregations, _ 

e now are all the Places in the New Teſtament 
© Where the word Church is to be found, and it cannot 
be proven that it is taken for a Dioceſe Conſiſting of ſome 
Hundreds of Congregations, in any one of al theſe places 
if a perſon read over all theſe places he will find no ground 
at all to imagine that Church ſhould be taken in that ſeuſe, 


by any thivg that can be found either in Text or Con- 
text. Ard therefore theywho believe that ſuch Churches ar 


B. ſhops that are ſet over {ach Churches are of Divine appoint- 
ment, beleive it without any warrant at all from the Word 


of God, they believe, what they have no more ground to 


believe, than they have to believe Purgatory, Meſſes, Inaul- 


gences, or any other popi th Fictions: and this is waat I ſhall 


not only aſfert. but evidently prove by coming to particuiars, 


firſt of theſe Church, ſignifieth the Church Vaiverſud, c 41 


In tde firſt Claſs then there a e two Verſes, and in thi? 
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evident at firſt Sight; and as to tł edecond, to wit, At, 18. | 
17 There is no reaſon at all to ur derſtand Church, in it, of 


a Church conſiſting of ſome Hundreds of Congregations, 
and this is Sufficient to our purpoſe, But Moreover, we 


have great reaſon to believe that it can he taken in no ſuch 
ſenſe there. For it would be abſurd, to imagine that our 


Saviour would direct a private perſon to complain of a pri- 


vate injury to a Church conſiſting of Hundreds of Congre- 1 
gati ons Neither can it be underſtood how a perſon could 


tell ſuch a thing to a Church of that kind, or for what end 
he ſhould do it, or how a Church of that kind could redreſs 
tuch an injury, by rebuking or inflicting cenſure, or the like. 
There is no Reaſon then to think, that biſhops th | 


thing ſaid by our Saviour while He was here in this world. 


And as to the ſecond Claſs, it is clear that in all the verſes |} 


contained therein, Church muſt be underſtood of the Univer-: 


fal Church, fo that a Church conſiſting of hundreds of Con- 


gregations doth not appear in any of them. 2 
As- to the third Claſs, we may paſs it by, and al ſo the 


Fourth (where Eccleſta is rendred Aſembly in our Tran- 


tation ) as containing nothing to our preſent purpoſe. 


— 


SECTION IV. The Paſſages belonging to the Firſt 


Clats, and particularly they which relate to the Church of 


Jeruſalen Confidered: and the Weakneſs of the Arguments 


which are made Uſe of to Prove that that Church Conſiſted 
of many Congregatious, or more than One, Manifeſtly Diſ- 


c dere d. 


| V E come then to the Fifth Claſs, in it there are Forty 
VV and two verſes, and after tryal it will be found that $f 
in every one of them Church ſignifyeth a Church conſiſt- 


ing of one Congregation only. 


We begin with the Church of Jeruſalem, and the Texts 
that have relat ion there to, to wit, Acts, 2.47. Acts F. Il, 
A, 8. 1. and 3. Act, 11. 22. and 26. Acts, 12. 1. and 5. 
Alcls, 15. 4. and 22. Acls, 18. 22. Galat, I. 13. Phil. 3. 6. 


It is the Church of Jeruſalem, that is ſpoken of in theſe 


twelve verſes; but the Church of Jeruſale m conſiſted of one 
Congregation only, and ther fore Church can not be Under- 
oO of Dfoceſe conſiſting of Hundreds of Congregations 


4 ® 8 3 n PY | 
in any of iheſe places, 


ould have 
Dioceſes, conſiſting of Hundreds of Congregations, by an 


Dr. 


Fe; - 
D. Maurice pretends that the Church of Feraſalem was of 
' « the Engliſh Form, and thinks to find people enough for mul- 
titudes of Congrepations inthe 3000 Converts mentioned 
Act, cb. z. and the 5000 more Act,, 4 4. and in the Accounts 
5 of the great lncreaſe of believers, x here the number is not ſpe- 


iffed, 2s Acls, 6. I. and 7. and ch 5. v. 13. 14. in which tis 
{aid that Belevers were the more added to the Church, mul- 
titudes both of Men and Women: He ſays that thir general 


accounts of the multiplication of believers are of great con- 
tent, and capable to receive many Myriads: and accordingly 


he citcs ch, 21. v. 20: where it is ſaid Thon ſeeſt how many 


| thouſands there are of Fews which believe, and in the 


. + 


Greek it is 4yr:ads, that is ten thouſands, Def. Dioceſ. E- 


oY p:/c. p. 9. 10. 11. 


Ibis is all that can be ſaid to prove that the Church of Fe- 


raſalem vas of the Engliſh Form, or conſiſted of Hundreds 


or Multitudes of Congregations, which amounteth te no 
more but Conjecture. And this putteth an end to the Con- 
troverſy, by ſhewing that Dioceſes or Churches conſiſting 


of many congregations, have no Warrant at all from the 


word of God: for if all that is here Advanced, be inſuffici- 


ent to prove that the Church of eruſalem conſiſted of hun- 

dreds of Congregations, there will be no Hope of finding a 

church of the Engliſh Form any where elſe in the Scriptures: 
And l if ſo be. that it be notonly made appear, that all that can 


be ſaid is inſufficient to prove that this Church of Jeruſale m 
comprehended many Congregations, but clearly and evi- 
dently proven that it conſiſted of one Congregation only, 
then this Controverſy will get the final ſtroke, and that 
which is called Epiſcopacy in England will be mortally: 
Waunded. . 4 | | 1 

In the firſt place then we are to make it appear that ali 
that can be ſaid on this head, is ineffectual to prove, that 
the church of Jeruſalem was of the Engliſh form, or con- 


fiſted of many Congregations: and this will be dene, by 
4 the following Anſwers. | 


() Then as to the 3000 Converts Acts, 2. it is certain 


| that it can not he reckoned they were all Fixed members of 
tde Charch of Jeruſalem, in regard they were taken or ga- 
thered out of amultitade of people belonging to Fifteen di.. 


, 


ferent Nations, who had come to Jeruſalem, on account of Acts 2. 9. 
3 3 r 
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the Pentecoſt: and therefore all that can be juſtly ſuppoſed 


15, that the Fifteenth part, or two Hundred of theſe three 


thouſand, were inhabitants of the City, and fixed Members 


of the Church there, And tho' it ſhould be ſuppoſed that 
the greater part of the multitude were inhabitants of the Ci - 


ty, for which there is no ground, there is no waytoknow bow . 


God ordered that plentifull Converſion, or in what propor 
tion he cauſed it to light on the City inhabitants; and there. 
fore that great Addition was thereby made to the Church 


of Feruſalem isa great uncertainty. 


(2.) As to the 5000 mentioned As, 4. 4. 1 ſay neither 
have we aſſurance as to them, that they were all inhabitants 
of the City, and Members of the Church therein: the Dock. 
or lays that theſe 5000 were not converted on any of the 
three great Feſtival days, and therefore there can be no ſuch 
Pretence for great Defalcations from the Number upon the 


account of Strangers, as in the caſe of the 3090. But Jeruſa- 


lem was a place of publick reſort, and multitudes of ſtrang- 
ers might come to it daily ou other accounts. For example, 


chap. 5. v. 16. it is faid, There came alſo a multitude out of the 
C ties round about unto Jeruſalem, bringing ſick Folks, and 


them which were vexed with unclean Spirits, and they were 


healed, & c. wherefore how many of theſe 5000 were Fixed 
Members ofthe Church of Jeruſalem ( ſeting the Evange- 
liſt has not thought fit to inform us) is what is very un- 


certain. 8 
(3) As to the other accounts of the increaſe of Believ- 
ers Atts, 5. 14. And Bel:evers were the more added to the 


Lord, Multitudes both of men and women. And ch. 6. v. 7. 


Ihe word of God increaſed, and the number of the Diſciples 


multi plyed in Jeruſalem greatly, and a great company of tbe 


Prieſts were obedient to the Faith Fc, There is nothing in 
all this but uncertainty, it is Uncertain what Numbers are 


contain'd in theſe general accounts, and uncertain how many 
of theſe Converts were fixed members of the Church of Je- 
| falem: and therefore make (lender probation of the point, 
that the Church of Jeruſalem was of the Euglz Form, or 


comprehended hundreds of Congregations. 


(4 Aste the many ten thouſands, or myriads of Jews 
That belicved Aus 21 20, James docs indeed lays Thou [ceft 
| T . Brat her 


s 


oO 5 Sw m_ 2 JV tad Be proper hog 


— 


ken in by Erfibrus in his Feel, Hiſt. L. 


. Clearly. 


1 „ 
Brother, how many myriads of Jews there are which believe, 
but he does not ſay, that all theſe Myriads dwelt at Jeruſa- 
lem, and were members of the Church there, in a word, 


| James is there ſpeaking of the Jews in general, not only in Je 


ruſalem, but in the Kingdom of Iudea, and other Nations, 


and lays that many myriads of them had embraced the Chri- 


ſtian Faith. Perhaps the Opinion of ſuch a great Perſon as 
Bip. Stillingfitet may be of weight here.“ The Elders, ſaith he, 
<« v.18. Might either be the fixed Officers at Jeruſalem, or 
4e the Elders of the ſeveral Churches of Judea aſſembled there 
& at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, at which Paul came to Jeruſalem, 
& which is more probable upon the account of what we read 
& Y. 20 ofthe Many theuſand believing Fews.then at Jeruſa- 
«lem, who were Zealons of the Lzw, who in all Probability, 
©& were the believing Jewes at udea, who did yet obſerve the 
Annual Feſtivals at Jeruſalem, &c. Iren. p. 291. 

Or perhaps it may be ſaid that Arias i, e. Myriad, 
muſt be taken in ſuch a ſence here, as its radix 4yrios is ta- 
L. 7. C. 28. Where 
ſpeaking of the Biſhops that came to Antioch about the AF- 


fair of Paulus Samoſatenus, ſays Myrious te allous, &c. that 


is, It would not be difficult to give accour: of Myriads of o- 
ther Biſhops, who together with Presbyrers and Deacons 


went thither to Antiech, about the ſame Aﬀair : By Myri- 
e, Enſebius could underſtand ro other thing but a Coꝝſide- 


rable Number: and if James was ſpeaking of the Chriſtians 


in Ternſalem, or members of the Church there, his Myriads 


had no other Meaning, as will afterward Appear more 

| But let vs deal L.iberally with our Prelatiſts here, and 
yeild more than it is poſſible to them to prove, let us allow 
one of the 3000 firſt Converts to the Church of Jeruſalem, 
and four of the five "Thouſand, and let us Allow other five 
thouſand to that Church, in conſideration of the Multitudes 
of men and women, and the other Numbers which are not ſpe- 
ci fied, tho? I defy any Man to make it evidently Appear 


that That Church had ten 't houſand Members belonging ta 
it. However if that will not ſatisfy let them take Two, or 
| if they pleaſe, five Thouſand more, and make the Churchof 
| Jernſalem, to conſiſt of Fifteen thouſand perſons, Yet for all 


char 


1 . 8 1 


that it will not follow that it had more congregations than E 
1 one in it: for there are many Congregations now which 
ö conſiſt of 15000 Members and more. They fay that the 
Proteſtant Church of Roden in France had Five and ten- 
l ty thouſand Perſons in it, and the church of Charenton or 
1 Paris Fifty Thouſand, yet were both but congregational 
'F Charches: And Mr. Baxter lays, that the Pariſh he was 
; born in bad Sixty thouſand Perſons belonging toit, All 
| that is advanced by the Doctor then comes far ſhort of prov- 
1 ing that the church of Jeruſalem conſiſted of more congre- 
gations than one, much more that it confiited of hundreds 
1 of congregations according to the Engliſh Mode. 
q If it be demanded how it comes that the Apoſtles did not 
1 think of erecting two or three Churches or epiſcepal Dio- 
| ceſſes in the city of Feryſalem, ſeeing it may be thought that 
1 it could not but be ſomething Inconvenient, for ſuch a nu- 
merous people to aſſemble together in one place, conſide- 
ring the circumſtances of affairs in thoſe days? I think 
it may be anſwered, that the Spirit did not direct the Apo- 
ſtles to that expedient, becauſe the Church of Jerxſalem 
was to continue in that numerous ſtate, but for a very hort 
time only. For immediately upon the back of theſe nume- 
rous Converſions mentioned by Lake we find the Whole 
members of that Church diſſipated by Per ſecution, & Scatte= 
red abroad throughout the Regions of Judea & Samaria, Acts 8. 
1. And doubtleſs they were thus Diſperſed for this end 
that they might be the Foundation Stones as it were of ma- 
ny other Churches in theſe Countriès. But what State the 
Church of Jeruſalem was in after this, we know nothing, 
excepting that it conſiſted of one congregation only, as will 
appear by the Sequel of this diſcourſe, but that ever it was 
as numerous afterward, as it was before this great Perſecu - 
tion, is what we have no reaſon to believe, _Y.t after all | 
there is nothing to oblige us to think that ever that Church 
was ſo Numerous that it could not be conveniently Diſpoſed | 
on into one Congregation, and conſequently have no feaſon 
to wonder that the Apoſtles did not think of Erecting more 
Churches than One in that City. CN 
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- of Jeruſalem conſiſted of one Congregation only, clearly, | 


Demonſtrated. 


N Ow after having made it thus evident, that it can- 


not at all be made appear that the Church of Feruſa· 
lem Comprehended many Congregations, or even more 
than One, and that the Arguments which are advanced 
for this end do not Conclude; Our next work muſt be 


to prove, that that Church Actually did conſiſt of one 


Congregation only; And this I think will be done effe- 
ctually hy the following , Arguments. I ſay then, 


FIRST, That che Church of Jeruſalem conſiſted of 
one Congregation only, when Matt hiat was Elected Apo · 
ſtle in the place of Judas, for then the Number of the 


Brethren of that Church was an Hundred and Twenty on- 
ly. Some do indeed Pretend that the Hundred and 


twenty were the Church Officers of Jeruſalem, but that is 


a groundleſs Imagination; We have no Reaſon at all to 
think that there were any Church Officers conſtituted at 
Jeruſale m, before the Election of the Deacons, if there 
had been any conſtituted there before that time, the E- 
vangeliſt had certainly given Account of it. And the 
reaſon why, he did not give Account afterward How 


and Wen the Presbyters there, were conſtitotec, ap- 


pears to be this, that before they were conſtituted, he had 
left off the Hiſtory of the Chnrch of Ieruſalem, to pro- 
ſecute that. of the two grand Apoſtles, Peter, and eſpe- 
cially Paul. And ee and twenty were not 
Church Officers, but the Body of the People of that 

| Teſtifyed by Cyprian (and the biſhops with 
him in Council) who called them Plebs, | the com- 


[| mon deſignation” he uſes to give to the Church or Body of 
che People in oppoſition to the Church Officers; faith he, 


Quando de Ordinando in locum Jude Apoſtolo, Petrus 24 


- 
- 4 v 


& * 


LEBE M loguitur, (i. e.) When Peter ſpake to the cu. 


And what probability is there that the 


the of Jeruſalem had an hundred and twenty Officers 


at the very firſt, when the whole Epiſcopal dioceſe or 


and nu nerous than that of Jeruſalem ) had but Seven ot 


hurch of Carthage (which was far more confiderable © 


Eight Presbyters in Cyprian Time, that is after the mide - 


2 N g the Ordaining an Apoſtle in the place of Ep, 67. 
(a) | 


(-18 J 
10 dle of the third Century? And therefore we may con- 
I Cor.16. clade that few only of the five hundred Brethren (b.) to 
66. whom our Saviour appeared after his Reſurrection, were 
Members of the Church of Jeruſalem. And whatever 
Augmentation this Church received by the Converſion of 
the three thouſand (A. 2.) it remained congregational 
ſtill, for the members thereof uſed all to Meet together in 


* . 


one accord in the Temple, &c. 


And this is evident, becauſe the whole Bandy of the Peo- 


gation of jt, For, 


ety, the whole Eody of the People ofthe Church, in the 


Authors:. Or in the ſame Senſe that Plebs is taken in, in 


dy of the People belonging to the church, or Epiſcopal 
Dioceſe; Thus when Cyprian directs an Epiſtle, Fratri- 
bus in Plebe conſiſtentibus, it is not directed to one part 
of the People only, but to all the People of the whole 
Church or Dioceſe. And that this is the Meaning of the 


Thncydides (lib. 5. cap. 84.) 5s 01 prot ess uU To 


Alelians did not bring ( the Athenian Ambaſſadors) rs the 
Mali tude, hit only to the Magiſtrates. To the Multitude, 


And Iſecrates in Arcopa. wat Tore ev, ore To. TmAN* 
/ * 2 1 e s 
Dos x ον ww TAY. He Eůum ., b e, When the 
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one place, Act. 2 44. And all that believed were toge- | 
ther. And v. 46. it is ſaid, And they continuing daily with a 
SECONDLY, | This Church conſiſted of one Con- 
g:egation only, when the Deacons were Elected, As 6. 
ple of that Church ci meet together in one place for 5 
that Election, v. 2. The Apoſtles called together the 
% Nees, the multitude of the Diſciples, It will 


de Ridiculous to take the Multitude here for a part 
or Wing of the People of that Church, or one Congre- | 


1. The 70 ＋ Nos properly ſignifies the Soci- | | 


very ſame Senſe that Populus is taken, when it is ſaid | 
Populus juſſit, referre ad Populum, or the like in Roman | 


the Cyprianick- Monuments, &c. and that is the whole Bo- 


word A is what may be eaſily made appear b7 
Maltitudes of Examples out of the beſt; Greek Authors, | 
but it wi'i be enough to us to Mention two or three, Thus 


Nee U nyayor q Tais apo." That is, The 


that is, the Common Wealth, or Body oſ the People. | 
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Afultitude ( that is the People or Commonwealth) 
was Maſter of Afﬀairs, Thus alſo Clemens in his. 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, Who among you is noble and ge- 
nerous*? Who has Fowels of Compaſſion? Who is full of 
Charity? Let him ſay, if on my Account there be Sedition 
and Strife, and Schiſms, I will depart and go whither you. 
will have me, vo Tow Ta& reo %ο mera Uno TR 
TIT, and I will do what ſhall be enjoyned me by the 
AMultitude, that is, mot by one Congregation, or by a 
Squadron of the People gathered together at Random 
but by the Body of the People of the Corinthian Church. 
Wherefore by Multitude here, we muſt underſtand the 
Society of Chriſtians at Feruſale mn, the whole Body of 
the People of the Church there. And this will be farther 
ende err PH NE oe IR, 

2. ThattheDeaconsdid not belong to one Congregation, 
only of the Church at Jeruſalem, but were Officers of 
that whole Church, and therefore ſeeing the Deacons were 
a common Concernment of the whole Church there, it 
cannot rationally be ſuppoſed that the Apoſtles would aſ- 
ſemble a Wing of that People, or one Congregation only 
of that Church to elect them; that would have been as 
injurious to the Church of Jeraſalem, as it would have 
in been to the Common-wealth of Rome, if the Tribunes 
bad aſſembled one Tribe, only of the Roman People to 
al elect the Conſuls, or the likbeQ. A e 
ratri- 3. If the Apoſtles had gathered only a part of the Peo- 
art ple together, or a Congregation of the Church of Jeraſa- 
hole lem, to elect the Deacons, t he Evangeliſt would have gi - 
of the ven Account of it; would not have ſaid that the Apoſtles 
r by called rhe Multitude of the Diſciples unto them, for that 
thors, || Would have been a Falſity, but would have ſaid that the 
Thus || Apoſtles called a part of the Multitude unto them,” or 
>, 7g | theſeof the Diſciples who belonged to ſuch a Congregati- 
on of the Church of Jerufalem Fo 
$, The 5 All this is confirmed by the Leſtimony of Cyprian, 
te the and a whole Synod of African Biſhops with him, Wo 
tude, ſpeaking of this ſame Affair, ſays expreily that the Apoſtles 
cople. called together the whole People of that Church, ſays he, 
TAN Negue hoc in Epiſcoporum tantum & Sacerdotum, ed in 
„ the Diacanor um Ordi nationibus Obſervaſſe Apeſtelos ani maauer- 
3 JJ%ff TS "DOS - — © 
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(20) ee 
timus, de quo & ipſe in Allis Forum Scriptum eſt; E, 
convoc arunt, inquit, illi duedecem totam Plebem Diſci pu- 
lerum, & diacrunt is, quod utique idcirco tam diligenter et 
caute Convocata plebe tota gerebarur, ne Quis ad Alta- 
ris Min ſterium, vel ad S acerdotalem Locum indignus ob- 
reperet. That is, And this we find the Apoſtles obſerved in 
the Ordinations not only of the Biſhops and Prieſts, but alſo 
of Deacons, concerning which very thing it is written in 
their Acts: And the Twelve, ſays he, called together the 
whole Commonalty of the Diſciples, and ſaid to them; 
And this whole Affair, was therefore ſo carefully an 
eaut iouſiy gone about, the whole People being called together, 
feſt any that is unworthy ſhould creep into the Sacerdatal 
Office, or the Miniſtry of the Altar. Cyprian and 'the 
Ziſhops in his time, knew nothing of ſuch Maxims as are 
advanced by D. Maurice, to wit, Whatever is done in 


publick, and before a Congregation that is unlimited, 'is in | 


the Common way of ſpeaking, ſaid to be done by all the 
Community, That is, what is done before one Congrega- 
tion, may in the common way of ſpeaking, be ſaid to be 
done before all the Congregations of a whole epiſcopal 
Dioceſe. And again, ſays he, Expreſſions of this Nature 
have an allowed Favour of Conſtruction among all Men, 
and when a whole City is ſaid to come together, Men un- 
derſtana only a great multitude, without any Tigorous com- 
putation what Proportion ſuch an Aſſembly may bear to the 
whole City, Which are nothing but meer Shifts, invent- 
ed to darken plain and notorious matter of FaQt which 
cannot be made obſcure by the molt refined and artifte 
cial Sophiſtry. | | £] 


It is evident then that the Church, the Epiſcopal Dioceſe. 


of Jeruſclem, was aſſembled in one place, and was one Con- 
gregation When the Deacons were elected, that is to ſay,it was 
one Congregation only, a little before the great Perſecution 
and diſperſion mentioned in Act. 8. 1. and after the Conver- 
lion of the 3000, Att. 4. 4. And after T.uke bad 
titudes both of Men and Women, and again, In thoſe days. 
when the Number of the Diſciples was Multiplied, &c. The 
Church of Jeruſalem you ſee, was Congregational only, 
after ail theſe Converſions and all theſe Accounts of the 

great increa e of Believers, fo much Urged, Aggravated, | 


ſajd, Believers were the more added to the Lord, mul- 4 
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Diſpatations, if he did not intend to 


#564 
Now from what has been ſaid, it is clear that there is no 
Solidity in theſe Arguments (taken from the forefaid 


Paſſages in the A#s ) which are Adduced by the Do- 
ctor to prove that the Dioceſe of Jeru{alem was of the 


Engliſh Form, or conſiſted of Multitudes of Congregati- 
ons. What more ridiculous than to pretend to diſpute 
that that Dioceſe or Church, was grown too Numerons to 


Meet all in one Place, when we have plain Hiſtory for 


it, Scripture Hiſtory, that it did actually meet in one 
Place ? For my part, I cannot underitand what end the 
Doctor could propoſe to himſelf in ſuch Reafonings and 
perſvade us that 
the Evangeliſt contradicts himſelf. 
"THIRDLY, The Church of Jeruſalem conſiſted of 
one Congregation only, a long time, about 17 or 18 Years 
aſter this, ta wit, at the Famous Council or Meeting 
of the Apoſtles mentioned Act. 15. For then we find 
the whole Multitude, or Body of that Church, Aſſem- 
bled together in one place with the Apoſtles and 


Elders, v. 12, Then all the Multitude kept Silence, Tv To 


It will be ſaid here, that by all the Muttitude, we are 
not to underſtand the whole Church of Jeruſalem, or 


Body of the Chriſtian People belonging thereto, but 
theſe of the People only 


who were preſent there at 
the Time. Then all the Multitude kept Silence; ſignifies, 
will they ſay, All the People wha were preſent with the A- 
poltles and Elders in that Place, kept dilence. 


For clearing this it muſt be conſidered, that N 
or Multitude is taken in a twofold Senſe. 

1. lignilyeth a great Number, or all the People 
who are any Where preſent at the Time, thus Luke 1. 10. 
And the whole Multitude of the People were Praying with 
out at the Time of Incenſe» That is, not all the peo- 
ple of te City of Jeruſalem without Exception, but 
theſe of them who were there at the time. All the Inha- 
bitants of the City without Exception not being Obliged 
to be preſent at the Temple every time that the 1; cenſe 
was burnt, only none were Excluded, fo that any migbt 
come who pleaſed, Wherefore the Doctor's Rule may 
take place here, that is, we may hereby Underitand A 
great Aſſembly, without rigorous Computation what Pro- 


„ 
portion ſuch a Multitude 2 bear to the whole C. 
Thus AZ. 21 36. The Multitude of -the People Follow® | 
ed after, Crying, away with him, that is not all the Inha- (f 
bitants of Jer»/alem, but a great Number of Perſons, f 
| the whole Rabble of the people that had got together , f 
| And Jſocrates in Panegyr. ai To TAnSos Twy & pi- T 
| | NH- 5 Ius, T00&TOV Ev, Meaning, that great | 
| Numbers of People Reſorted to Athens from all places 
'' — „„ TAS 
1 2. os is taken in a political Senſe, that is, 
; 
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ſignifyeth the Society, whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, 
a and then it comprehendeth the whole Body of the peo- 
64 ple, whether of the Church or Common- Wealth. In this 
1 Senſe it is taken in the above cited Sentences of Thuacy- 
dides and Iſecrates, where it can ſignify no other thing 
bur the Commonwealth, the whole body politick, or the 
Civil Society, And in this Senſe it muſt be taken, Acts 6, 
4 2. As we have made it appear already, the People being 
* aſſembled there, to Elect the Church Officers, which is an 
FAY Act of a Society or Body Politick. —_ A 

And in this Senſe muſt the Word be taken in this place, 
which is now under our Conſideration, ſeeing the 
To To, or Multitude here, was come together to 


| conſider of an Eccleſiaſtical Matter together with the Apo- 
| ſtles and Elders, and to concur with them in making De- 
Pl crees (Act. 15. 23, compared with AF. 16. 4.) which is 
h | alſo an Act of a body politick or Eccleſiaſtical Society. 
N 
| 
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By Muttitude here then we muſt. underſtand the Church. 
of Jeruſalem, the Dioceſe, the whole Body of the Chriſti- 
IHR an People belonging thereto. And this is farther evident 
ll from what is ſaid v. 22. Then pleaſed it the Apoſtles and 
100 Elders, with the whole Church, to ſend choſen Men of the ir 
1 enn Company, Cc. ſo that the Multitude v. 1 2. was not 
Ne. one Congregation of the Church of Jeruſalem only, or 
WAL theſe of the people who happened to be with the Apoſtles 
at that time, but he whole Church, this is ſo Plain, fo Poſi · 
704 tive, ſo Expreſs, that there is no poſſibility of Eluding it 
by any Sophiſtry wlatſoever, and puts an end to further 
Wil Reaſonings on this Head, People may ſet themſelves to 
find out Evaſions if they pleaſe, but ſuch Bright Evidence 
III * 2 Conviction 16 > Conſcience with theſe 
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Let no Perſon deceive himſelf then, or think to Evade 


ſuch plain Scripture Aſſertion, by ſuch a miſerable Subter. 


fuge as D. Maurice pretends to Shift off ſuch Expreſſions 
as Plebe univerſa, Fraternitate omni præſente, or the like 


in Cyprian's Epiſtles; or Fancy that whole Church here, is 
only a looſe Expreſſion like that of ſerom, when he ſaid 


that all the people of the Cities of Paleſtin came to the 
Funeral of Paula, or the like. For the Aﬀair that was 


agitated in this Council or Meeting, was of publick con- 


cernment, ana had no relation to one Congregation of the 
Church of Jeruſalem rather than anotber : And therefore 
it cannot be ſuppoſed without maniſ-ſt Abſurdity, that 
the Apoſtles would Aﬀemble one Congregation of that 
Church Excluſive of others, if others there were, to conſi- 


der of that Matter. Unleſs any will ſay that it was not 


any one ſtated Congregation of that Church that came to 
that Meeting, but ſome of the more Pragmatical among 
the Brethren, or who were of a. more medling Temper 
than the reſt : Which will only be an impious Reflection on 
thoſe who could ſay, Ie ſeems good to the Holy Ghoſt and 


Moreover when it is ſaid, Then pleaſed it the Apoſtles 


and Elders with the whole Church, it can no more be 
pretended that whole Church imports a part only of 
the People of the Church of Jeruſalem or one congregation 


of it, than, that Elders ſignifies only a part of the Eders 
of that Church. Or when it is ſaid in the Epiſtle that 
was ſent, The Ap:files, and Elders and brethren ſend greet- 
ing unto the Brethren which are of the Gentiles in Anti- 


1 'och, Syria, and Cilicia, there is no more grourd for ima- 
8 gining that the Brethren who concurred with the Apoſtles 
and Elders in ſending the Epiſtle, were a part only of the 


Brethren of the Church of eruſalem, than for imagining 
that the Epiſtle that was ſent to the BRETHREN i 


Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, was ſent to a part only of the 
| brethrenin Aatiech, and the other Places to the Excluſion 
of the Tae. 22. 1755 1255 


FOUR THLY, The Church of Jeruſalem was con- 
gregational ſtill ſeven years after this council we have 
been ſpeaking of, to wit, when the Apoſtle Pau weak - 
a | | * . | | di 


NB 


that City for the laſt time, and was made Priſoner there. 


For when he came to viſit Fames, James ſaid to him, | 
(AF, 21, 220 The Multitude muſt needs rome together, for 


they will hear that thou art come. The 77 s here, 


or Multitude muſt be taken in the ſame Senſe as before; 


the whole Church of Jeruſalem was equall concerned in 
the Affair for which Fames ſaid the Multitude muſt come to · 


gether, and therefore it will be as abſurd to take Multitude in 
this place, for 2 Part of the Church of Feruſalem, as to 


take TA1S0; for a part of the Athenian or Meli an 
People in the foreſaid Sentences of Jſocrates and Thucydi- 
des. We conclude then that the Church of eruſale m was 
a congrega tional church only, ſeeing it uſed to aſſemble 


upon all occaſions in one Plece, which is not the way of 


ſuch Dioceſan Charches as are in Faſhion now in England, 


and the Papal Dominions ; {ſuch Churches neither can aſ- 
ſemble together in one place, neither can any reaſenable 


End be propoſed for their aſſembling (whatever dreamin 
Men like Mr. Dodwel may imagine) more than for al- 
ſembling together the whole People of a National, or Pa- 
triarchai Church. | 


And ſeeing the Church of Feruſalem 'was ſuch, that it 


could, and actually did Meet in one place, as is ſaid here 
in the 22 verſe, it is evident enough that the Myriads of 
believing Jews mentioned in the 2oth verſe did not all be. 
long to the church of Feruſalem, as has been ſaid, or that 
Myri ad there muſt not be taken ſtrictly and preciſely for 
the Number of ten Thouſand, but in a general and inde- 
finite Senſe, for a conſiderable and great Number. 


ion V1. The che Dan f Swukdlim wa; 


no other than Congregational, proven by the Teſtimony of | 


Eaxujebius, 


F it be needful to ſay any more on this Head, We 


bave the Teſtimony of Antiquity concurring with what 
we are pleading for, of which our Cauſe is never a whit 


the worſe. Euſchius gives account ( Feel, Hiſt. Lib. ; c. q.) that 


the Church of Jeruſalem being warned from Heaven, by 
. floine Holy Men or Prophets that were a nong them, of the 


pproaching De ruction of the City, I. ſt it, n and 


m, Says Euſebins, 3 ET MAFF Eh fTE4 £7 

2 Sed & cum univerſa Plebs Fidelium Eccleſia Hieroſo - 

re, lymitanz, ex Oraculo quod Viris gquibusdam Sanctiſſimis 

TY divinitus editum fuerat, ante initium Bells ex Civitate 

in AMigrare, et Oppidum quoddam trans Jordane m, Pellam no- 

to · mine, incolere juſſa fuiſſet e jamque omnes qui in Chriſtum 

in | crediderant, relictis Hieroſolymis, Sedes ſuas Pellam trans 

to  fuliſenr, That is, But alſo when the | people of the 

5 5 Church of Jeruſalem, was ordered to leave the City, and t 

15 go and dwell at a certain Town on the other fide of Jordan, 

vas | called Pella, by a divine Oracle which was revealed to ſome. 

ble Poly Men 2 the beginning of the War, And all that 

of believed in Chriſt having left Jeruſalem, had already talen 

oF up their Habitation in Pella, g. 

a And hence it is evident that the Church of Jeruſalem 

ble could be no other than a congregational Church, ſeeing. 

0 ſuch a ſmall and inconſiderable Town, as was Pella, could 

oF afford them Lodging together with its own inhabitants, 

Pa- There could be no Room in that place for the many My: : 
riads the Doctor ſpeaks of. „ 4055 361 F- EM 

ir Now here the Doctor tells us in the- firſt place how 

3 Numerous that Church was immediately before the de- 

ef ſtruction of the City: ſays he, Before the deſtruction 
—_ of that City, and the Fewiſh Nation, we are told by He- | 
hat gelippus (a) that the Scribes made an uproar and Crys (7 JEuſeb, 
Fog ed that the whele City was in Danger of becoming p. 2. c. 33. 
de- Chriſtian, Their Apprehenfions had been very chila;ſh | 


9 


1 dwelt at Pella, a little City on the other fide of Jordan. 


if the Chriſtians had not yet increaſed beyond one Con- 


gregation, when the Rabbins will have near 500 na- 


A gogres to have been in Jeruſalem at that Time. (b) (b) Def: 
{ This appears to have been ſaid with a deſign to diſcredit dis. Epiſ. 
| | Euſebius's Narration, and make it appear Fabulous like, p. 360, 


We | fuch as Doctor Manrice, and other Doctors that might 
hat be named, will ſometimes cry that the Church is in Dan- 4 
hit ber, not that it is in danger really, but that they may 
hat ſtir up JeaJouſics, inceuſe, and carry on their dark 
by Deſigns, and bring n. iſchief on their Neighbours, 4-3 
* 4 In the next place the Doctor pretends that if the Church 


but has no Weight. For invidious and deſigning Men, 


w— - 


of Feruſalem could retire to, and Lodge in ſuch a place 


Fig 


* 
, 


CW 
| as Pella, it was certainly Waſted a few Years before by c 
| Perſecution, Apoſtacy, or ſome ſtrange Accident not | p 


known to us, nor meationed in Hiſtory. But this 
is only Fiction of the Doctor's, and if he may be Y 
allowed to Obtrude Forgery for Real Hiſtory , be | 
| may anſwer any thing, or diſſolve any Arguments. 5 
WW Admit the Fiction of the Socinians, that Chriſt was 
' taken up to Heaven Corporally after his Baptiſm to 
14 be inſtructed, as True and Real Hiſtory, and they will 15 
| anſwer very cleverly ſeveral Weighty Arguments that i 
| prove the Divinity of our Saviour. 
In the third place, the Doctor plainly calls in Queſtion } 
= the truth of this Narration of Enſebius: ſays be, N ||| © 
1 this Story of the Tranſmigration to Pella comes from no | 
1. certain Authority, and Valeſius hints his miſtruſt of it, | * 
' i when he obſerves that Euſebius Quotes no Author, aud | ef 
ll | probably took all this matter from Tradition, which is no a} 
very certain way of Conveying any thing to Poſterity. To th 


3 ( 1ſt.) That this piece of Hiſtory carries a great Air F 
of probability with it. . | 

1. It is agrecable to our Saviour's prediction Luke 21. 1 

21. Let them which ars in the midſt of it, depart out, and 1 

| let not them that are in th: Countries Enter thereints, Pu 


And Math. 24. 20. But pray ye that your Flight be not f 
in the Winter, neither on the Sabbath Day. That is pray J 
ye that you may get timous Warning concerning the de- R 
[FR ſtruction of the City, that you may not be put to great | , 
1 Hardſhips and inconveniencies in your Flight. 
14 2. The Age of Miracles was not over, and the Spirit 
1 of Prophecy had not yet Ceaſed; and therefore it is al- th 
together r that God would Warn his people by the | 
Mouth of ſome of the Prophets in that church, that ſo they | b 
17 not periſh in the common Calamity, Both Joſeph¹ν P 
and Tacitus Mention ſeveral wonderful prodigies Which | 
were evident Preſages of the impending Ruin; and there- 
fore it is altogether likely that God would Favour. his I 
Church with a particular Revelation, eſpecially confide- 
ji * ring that HE uſed to give Warning in thoſe days concern- by 
jt | ing far more inconfiderable, and leſs dangerous Events; Wit- a 
2) Ad, nels the Prediction of the dearth in the days of Claudius by | Wh 
1, 27, the Prophet Agabus, (a) Some are of Opinion, that the 
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preſſion on the Members o 
think, it was time for them to be gone, if they were not 


I than proba 


publick Archives and Monuments of the City of Edefſa 


G 


Chriſtians left the City and Fled to Pella; when the 


FE Prieſts heard the mighty Noiſe, and dreadful Voice in the 
I SanRtuary, faying LET US DEPART HEN CE. 


Says i acitus, The Gates of the Temple were all on a ſudden 
thrown Open, and, BEHOLD THE GODS DE- 
PART, was pronounced in more than human Ac- 
cents. 


away before. a TIS 
3. If the Chriſtians were at that time in Feruſalem, 


they would be a conſiderable party in it; yet Joſephus in his 
8 Hiſtory of the Siege and deſtruction of that City, takes 
no Notice of them at all, and does not ſo much as once 
Mention them, though he gives particular account of o- 
thers leſs conſiderable than the Chriftians can Reaſon- 


ably be © 4 7 to have been: and therefore it is more 

dable that they were not in Jeruſalem in the 
time of the Siege, but had Fled to Pella, according to 
Euſebiuss Account. And if any Perſon will contend 
without ground, that this Narration of Euſebius is Fabu- 
lous, and that the Chriſtians were in Jeruſalem when it 


was beſieged, and periſhed in its Ruin; he muſt be oblig- 


ed to Acknowledge that they were ſuch a ſmall and incon- 
ſiderable Company, that they came not under the obſerva- 


tion of the Hiſtorian; And this will be found to be as 
Kuinous to the epiſcopal Hypotheſis, as their Flight to 


Pella can be. wy 0 
4. The Tranſmigration of the Church of Jeraſalem 
to Pella, was a very remarkable and publick Event, and 


the Memory of it capable of a more Safe and Eaſy con- 
I veyance by Tradition, than many other things Narrated 
by Euſebius which Nevertheleſs paſs current àmongſt the 


Prelatiſts. | | 5 
(2.) The Stories in Euſebius, for which he cites the 
cleareſt and moſt Authentick like Authorities are not al- 
ways moſt to be depended on: Witneſs the Letter ſent 
by Aabarus King of Edeſſa to JESUS CHRIST 
at Jeruſalem, and CHRIST'S Letter to Agbarus, 
which Letters he ſays he todk word for word out of the 


(a) It is very likely that this would make im- (Y Hiſt. l. 
; the church, and cauſe them I- & 13. 


7) 

and that is what I do not in the leaſt doubt of, bat as 
ſays D Pin, it is likely that he credited thoſe Records 
too ealily, | pO: . 

(3. ) If we may be allowed to call in Queſtion the 
Truth of Euſebius s Hiſtory, when what is ſaid therein 
cannot be brought to quadrat handſomely with our Hy- 
potheſis, what will become of the unqueſtionable Records 
of Antiquity which our prelatiſts Run to as the principal 
Support of their Cauſe? Or the uninterrupted Line of 
Succeſſion from the Apoſtles? Upon what Certain Au. 


thority does Euſebius build his Accounts of the Succeſſion of 


the firſt biſhops in their epiſcopal Sees? On the Hypo- 
theſis of an uncertain C LEM E 
lingfleet ) and the Commentaries of 


elippus, whoſe Re- 


lations and Authority are as queſtionable as many of the Re- 


ports of Euſebius himſelf are, in Reference to thoſe Elder 
Times, &c. Iren, p. 297. If the Presbyterians pre- 
tend that Exſebius's Accounts of the Succeſſion of the 
Biſhops at Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, and Feruſalem 
come from no Certain Authority, what will ſuch Men as 
the Doctor ſay ? But it ſeems that to contradict the Re- 
cords of Antiquity, when that makes for the purpoſe, is 
a privilege which the epiicopal Divines have reſerved to 


themſelves, and which Presbyteriaus mult not preſume 


to claim to. 5 


But the calling in Queſtion, or denying this Little 


Piece of Hiſtory, the Tranſmigration to Pella, is of greater 
Conſequence than either FValeſius or D. Maurice were 
awar of. If this Tranſmigration to Pella was à Fable, 
and if the Chriſtians did not depart from leraſaleim, then 
tbe Church there was deſtroyed with the City, and if 
that was, the Succeſſion of the biſhops of Feruſalem be- 


ved to be interrupted for a confiderable time. Never- | 


theleſs Euſebius gives us a Catalogue of the Biſhops of 
Jeruſalem, in an uninterupted Line of Succeſtion from 
the. Apoſtles . | Wherefore if the Church ef Jeru/:lem 
did not Tranſport to Pella, it neceſſarily follows that 
Euſebinss Catalogue of the ” uninterrupted Svcccftion 
of the Biſhops of Feruſalem is a Forgery, that it was 
either Forged by Euſebius himſelf, or thoſe from wh in 


he received it, And if the Cyyalogue of the Succeſlionof the 
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biſhops of Jeruſalem is a Forgery, we have Reaſon: ts 


believe that the Accounts of the Succeſſion of the biſho 

at Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch, are Forged in like 
Manner. And fo farewel to the Epiſcopal Line of Sue. 

Ji ] 
(10 lt is a matter of very ſmall moment to us whe- 
ther that Story of the Tranſmigration to Pella, be a Fa- 
ble or not, it being ſufficient to our purpoſe, that Exſebius 
and the Chriſtians in his Time, and the more Ancient 
Chriſtians from whom the Tradition of that Story was 
derived to them, believed it. For ſeeing they believed 


that there was Room enough in that little Town to con- 
tain and Lodge both that Church and the Inhabitants, they 
could not believe it to be any other than a congregational 


Church. D. Maurice who Fancied it to be a Church of 


the Engliſh Form, was Obliged either to Deny that it 
Went and Reſided at Pella, or to invent ſome unknown. 
Accidents to Waſte it, and Diminiſh its Numbers, that ſa 
it might be oy with Enter in at ſo ſmall a Gate, or made 
capable to be Contained and Lodged in ſuch à little Town. 


Euſebius had no ſuch thought, did not dream of any ſuch 


thing, and this is Demonſtration that he did not dream 
out that it was. „„ 1 
Thus now 1 think J have made it appear as evidently + 
and clearly as needs be deſired, that the Church or epiſco- 
pal dioceſe of Jeruſalem confifted of one Congregation 
only. And mi the next place we muſt conſider the other 
Scriptural Churches, and particularly that of Antioch, the 


that the Church of Jeraſalem was ſuch: as the Dr, gives 
Little bo og JAE OSS 


| woſt Honourable, and'Thilieve the moſt Ancient Church 
{ever- | 


after that of Feruſalem, the Church in which the Diſci- 
ples 3 called CHRISTIANS: And 1 
ay that a ö 5 2 24 
"The Church of ANTIOCH conſiſted of one con- 
gregation only, This is evident from its being ſaid 
(Act. 14. 27.) of Paul and Barnabas, that when they 
came thither, and had had gathered the Church tegetbher 
they  Rehearſed all that God had done with them. No 
Church uſes to be gathered together but that which is Con 
gregational. Could one aſſemble a Church like the Church 
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or Dioceſe of London aud Lincoln, and Rebearſe a thing to 
it And Act. 11. 26. It 1s ſaid of the ſame Perſons, that for 
2. whole Year they aſſembled themſelves with that Church. 
Wbere fore it is Manifeſt that the Church of Antioch con- 
iſted of one congregation only. Conſequently Church 


muſt be taken in the congregational Senſe, AF, 11. 26. 


AR. 14. 27. and Act. 1 5: 3. Seeing it is the Church of 
„ f that is ſpoken of in theſe Places. 
r 5 ee ee 
"The Church of CO RI NTA conſiſted of one Con- 
gregation only, for it uſed to Meet together in one Place, 
1 Cor. 14 23. If therefore the whole Church be come toge- 
into one place, &c. And ch. 11. 18. When ye come toge 
ther in the Church, and ch. 14. 19. T. 
¶ had rather ſpeak five Words with my Underſtanding, & c 
One can not ſpeak in a Church conſiſting of Hundreds of 
Congregations. And v. 28, Let him keep Silence in the 
Church, that is, in the ee And ſeeing the 
Church of Corinth conſiſted of one Congregation only, 
Church muſt be taken in the congregational Senſe in the 
following places, 1 Cor. ch. 1. v. 2. ch. 6. v. 4. ch. 10. 
V. 32. ch. 1I. v. 18. and 22. ch. 14 v. 4. J. 12. 19. 
b I. ecauſe it is the 
Church of Corinth that is ſpoken of in theſe places. 


It is faid 1 Cor. 14. 34. Let your Women keep Silence 
in the Churches: Bat it will not hence follow that the 


Church of Corinth conſiſted of many or more Congre- 


gations tban one. Charches there is the ſame as Meet- 


ing or Aſſemblies, and muſt be underſtood ſucceſſively, 
and not as if the Church of Corinth had been diſtributed 
into different congregations, or uſed to Meet in diffe- 


rent Aſſemblies at the ſame Time. Jſocrares ſays in 
Panath. that the Athenian Orators calumniated one an- 
other in the Churches, cr in the Aſſemblies of the peo- 
ple, En g's 18 u n Aotd\opepers , & Tas Ex- 
XAnnds meet MESEMUNRATWwY & C. Nevertheleſs the 
people of the Athenian Common-Wealth uſed always to 


Meet in one Aſſembly. 


"The: Church of LAODICE A conſiſted of one 
Congregation only, ſeeing Pauls Epiſt le was Ordered to 
be read therein, Coloſs, 4 16. Andſodid 
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The 


makes Cenchrea an epilcopy) Dioceſe and ſays that it had 
a Biſhop. The Do 


that it wanted other Church Officers. Then J1gnatins 


had its biſhop in the primitive Tim 


| ECO 7 
The Church of C E NC H REA, Rom. 16. 1. See 
ing Cenchrea was but a ſmall and inconſiderable place, 
a Port or Haven of the City of Ceriath and not far 
from it. 3j a Ss 1 
The Docter pretends that Cenchrea never had a. * 
ſhop of its own, but was under the Biſhop of Corinil 
2s a Pariſh of bis Dioceſe. If this be, the Church ef 
Corinth conſiſted of more Congregations than ed 
1 


, 


Cenchrea will make nothing to our . 5 as not 
ft 


| 


an epiſcopal Dioceſs. But what the Doctor Affirms is 
contradicted by the Author of the Conſtitutions, . who 


Doctor's Anſwer is as follows. 
Such Caunterfeits as the Author of the Conſtitutions, 

care not where, nor whom they make Bilhops, but the world 

is now grown tos Wiſe to take Fable for Hiſtory, and Forge= 

ry for Ancient Records. Def. Dioc. Ep. p. II. 
But that Cenchrea was an epiſcopal dioceſe, and had its 

Biſhop, may, be eaſily proven. For in the firſt place that 

Cenchrea Was a Church, is what cannot be denied, ſeei 

the Apoſtle calls it fo in Expreſs Terms, And it was 

a Church that had Church Officers, for the Apoſtle Re- 

commends Phebe the Deaconeſs of that Church, and ſee- 


ing it had Deaconeſſes it cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed 


tells us, that every Church had a biſhop, Presbytery and (a) Epift 
Deacons, without . faith he, (a) there 35 no " bare ad Trall, 
In the primitive Times Biſhep and Church were Corte- 
lates, every biſhop had a Church, and every Church had 
a Biſhop, or Biſhops. It is evident then that Cenchrea 
primitiv es, becauſe it was a 
Church, and every Church had a biſhop; tho' it might 
be ſwallowed up afterward, when tbe biſhops became 
worldly and Ambitious, and be annexed to the dioceſe of 
Com? And as to what the Doctor ſays, it has no Soli - 
| On other Occaſions the Author of the Conſtitutions is 
ſet in the firſt Rank, reckoned an Author of the Earlieſt 
Antiquity, a Perſon who lived in, or near to the Apoſtolical 
Times; When he advances any thing that appears favout-. 
able to the prelatical cauſe, for Example, When be 
ſays that Timothy was made biſhop of Epheſus, 747. 
ret cc „ 4 Ae 0 


vf Crete, or Dionyſius Areopagita biſhop of Athens, or | .. 
the like, then he ſpeaks certain and infallible Truths; But f 
when he Affirms any thing that is Hurtful to Roman E- 0 
piſcopacy, or Wounds the Prelatical Hypotheſis, when he 
gives Account of a. Dioceſan Biſhop's, being Conſtituted in 
ſuch a ſmall and inconſiderable place as Cenchrea, then all 
that he ſays is Fable and Forgery, What can Men 
do but wonder at ſuch Ridiculous and Witleſs Parti- f. 
allity ? I am far from thinking that any Perſon is O- ill Q 
bliged to believe that Paul Conſtituted Laciuf Bilhop of 


Centhrea, on the bare Teſtimony of ſuch a Writer as the - 


Author of the Conſtitutions. * On the contrary, I'm per- A 
ſwaded, he either lied or ſpake. on ' hear-fay, or uncertain © 
| Reports, when he ſaid, for example, that Paul made this | 
Man Biſhop of ſach a Place, and Peter that Man Biſhop of ||| ®' 
another Place. Nevertheleſs it is no ways Rational to ſup- 
poſe that that Author would ſay that Paul conſtituted 
Lucius Biſhop of Cenchrea, without any Fonndation: at all, 
that is, if either Cexchrea had no Biſhop,and was not a Di- 
| ceſe in the Times in which he lived; or was known to have 
had no Biſhop from the beginning. It is not the Way cf 0 
ſuch Men to Expoſe themſelves willfully, by Advancing I * 
things which are known to be Fatſhoods, this would De- je 

W''. - - ſroy the End of their Writing, and ſoon Diſcover that 


Pe =% 9 


+, ©: they bave no Affinity at all with thefe Authors, under whoſe 


— 


Names they deſire to make their Works to paſs. Where- th 
fore we may Conclade either that Cenchrea bad a Biſhop at I . 
the Time in, which this Author lived, or was certainly 
known to have had one in former Times. © fer 

Indeed if this Author had been a Man of 'Arins's Tem- | © 
er, an Enemy to Epiſcopacy, it might have been with 
ome” Probability ſuſpected, That he might invent ſome ro 
Lies to the Prejudice thereof, to' make it as contemptible 
as he could: But ſeeing he was of a quite contrary Dilpoſt. ¶ pr. 
tion, a molt Extravagant Magnifier of the epiſcopal Office, 8 
as ready to Extol and Flatter the "biſhops as any Perſon 
that can be Nam'd, and very ſenſeleſly Repreſents them on 
all Occaſions as Abſolute Monarchs, or great and 'migh: || 
ty. Princes, we may depend on it, that when be et $--, 
himſelf to invent Forgerses, and Fibles, they would: Br, 
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Always be in Favours of the epiſcopaey, but 
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_ of that kind, wherefore it is a 
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its Prejudice; And that when he Advances any thing that 
has a Tendency to the Leſſning of the greatneſs of the Bi- 
ſhops, that is none of bis Fiction; but ſyre-and certain mat - 
ter of Fact. In a word, there was never à more faithful, 
never a more Zealous Friend to the Epiſcopacy in any Age, 
Repreſents the biſhops on all Occaſions, as Paſtors of one 
ſingle Congrrgation. Wherefore it is moſt certain, That Bi- 
ſhops oftheEnplith kind, Biſhops that had Churches conſiſting 
of ee ions, or more Congregations than One, 
were not ſo much as in imagination in the Days of the 
Autbor of: theſe Conſtitu tions. 
In like manner Church muſt be taken in the Con- 


and Phile m. v. 2: For Cangregatiomal Churches only could. 
aſſemble in the Hoaſes of private Per ſans. And no leſs e- 
vident is it, That Church muſt be taken in tbis 
Senſe, Hel. 2. 12. and alſo 7. 5 14, It not heing aſa-. 
al to ſed for the Elders of a Church, conſiſting ef hundred 
of Congregations, ta Pray over ia Sick Perſon: And as un- 
ofual to bear Witnels, or do any. thing before a Church 
ongregationil Cb 


that is ſpoken af. Fohn 3. v. 6. 2 15 aer PR A ot 
And ſeeing the Churches of Feruſalem, Antioch, Cor 
rinth, and Laadirta, were Congregational: oP; 1 rhink - 
the like may be ſaid of the Church of Epheſezs, _ 
wherefore in 1 Tim. 3. J, 1. Tim. 5. 16, Att. 20 14 
and 28, Church: muſt be Underſtcod in the Con- 
gregational Senſe, becauſe it; is the Church of Ephr/ia 
that is ſpoken of in theſe Places. Be fans Benet be 


U 


Pertinacious, and will not alloy the Church of Epbeſus HT 
to paſs for tional, Without. father Probation, 
let him conſider that the Churches of Name; and Carthage, 


I bf Epbe/us, Wr 


gregational, even in the days of Cyprian and Carne- 


reckon their four Verſes às belonging to the futh Clas, 


M2 23 Now after all, Our proving that Church; in all their 


Verſes of the zth Claſs muſt. be Under ſtood in the Cn 


3 ay ee Seal is Supererogation, Ine The 9 25 
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1 3 
Urge, Inſiſt, and Build upon, is this, That it cannot be 
preben by Scripture, that Churches, or Epiſcopal Dioceſſes 
either did actually, or ſhould by their Original Conſtitution, 
or any Divine Warrant, confiſt of many, or more Congrega- 
tions than One, - 08 1 YO ths pa 
We come now to the Verſes which ate contained in 
the ſixth and laſt Claſs, and it is evident at firſt Sight, 
that Church may be Underſtood as fairly in the Congre- 
gational, as the Engliſh Senſe in all of them, There is 
nothing either in the Text or Context, to oblige us to 
Underſtand it of a Church, conſiſting of hundreds of 
Congregations, rather than of a Church conſiſting of one dy 
Congregation only, And the like may be ſaid of all the | co 
Texts in the New-Teſtament, where Church is to be 
found, or the equivalent thereof, not ſo much as one Text th 
Tan be found, or named, where that Word maſt be un- mc 
der ſtodd in the Engliſh Senſe. Conſequently Engliſh Dio- o 
ceſes or Churches, Churches conſiſting of Multitudes, or tio 
Hundreds of Congregations, are deſtitute of Scripture- 
warrant, have no Divine Authority, and are of human ba- 
Invention. And hence it is evident, that B:ſhops having re 
Dioceſſes, or Churches, conſiſting of many or hundreds of Doi 
Congregations, are not of Divine luſtitution, but meer human dic 
Creatures; for as the Churches are, ſuch are the Biſhops, 
who are the Officers, or Miniſters of theſe Churches, | of 
In a word, there is no more foundation in Scripture, for | wh 
Engliſh Biſhops, than for-Popes,” Patriarchs, or Cardinals, | of 
. &c. Popes, Patriarchs and Cardinals are not exprelly forbid- 
den in the word of God, and this is all that can be ſai d in fa- WI 
vour of Biſhops having Churches conſiſting of more Son- you 


gregations, or Pariſhes, than one. | 105 
— | Jenny - — | afte 
SECTION 8, Some Objections Removed. Ch 


 TDEfore we diſmiſs Doctor Maurice, we muſt Anſwer ] ſect 
an ObjeRion ſtarted by him; tho' it be not worth 
the Mentioning here, were it not upon the Account 3 # 
of the more Ignorant, who are eaſily deceived, even by | # 
the weakeſt Sophiſms. © Let us yield up the Point at | the. 
de once, ſaith he, and grant, that no Biſhop for the three Con 
„ firſt Centuries had more than one Congregation; But 2*r77 

e ax the ſame time, let us take the Reaſon along with * 
Len 3 us Kalle 


n 


us, that for ſo long time, no City had more Chriſti an: 


« than might meet in one Church; no Biſhop then could 
„ have more Congregations than all the Chrifians of 
his City and Territory did Compoſe. But the Contro- 
«'yerſies about Church Government are ſtill Undecided, 
« for this does not preclude the B:ſhops from a Right of 
* having many Congregations under their .. — if 
& more had been. The Controverſies about Church Go- 
« vernment turn upon Queſtions of Right, and not of 
« Fact, &c. Def. Dioc. Ep. p. 6. I Anſwer, Ao 
If the Doctor had proven that the Biſhops have a Right 
by Divine Authority, to have Churches, or Dioceſſes, 
conſiſting of many Congregations, there had been ſome 
Senſe in what he here ſays; but ſeeing that is what he nei · 
ther did, nor could prove, what he fays amounts to no 
more but a miſerable begging of the Queſtion, That Bi- 
ſhops ſhould have Churches conſiſting of many Congꝑrega - 
tions is what we deny utterly, and defire may be proven, 
And what does the Doctor? He ſuppoſes that Biſhops 
have a Right” to have Churches conſiſting of many Con- 
pregatiogs he ſuppoſes it as Unqueſtionable, a thing a- 
out which there is no Controverſy -at all; which is Re- 
diculous. The Controverſies about Church Government 
turn, ſays the Doctor, upon Queſtions of Right, and not 
of Fact. Be it ſo. But then we defire to know, upon 
what the Right of B:iſh#ps to have Churches confiſting 
of many Congregations is Founded? Where is their 
Charter? Where is their Warrant to have ſuch Churches? 
Where is it ſaid in Scripture to the Biſhops, tho now. 
can have but Congregational Churches only for your 
Jiocefſes,upon the Account of the pauſity of Chriſtians, yet 
afterward whenChriſtians are Multiplied, take care to have 
Churches conſiſting of hundreds of Congregations, and 
ſeethat a Biſhop be not Ordain d in a Borrough, or little Ci- 
ty, where a Presbyter is ſuffictent, leaſt the Dignity of 
a Biſhop be leſſened. | But of this enough. e 
Verhaps it may be thought by ſome, that our making 


” * 


I the Churches of Jeruſalem, Antioch, Corinth, &c. mcerly” | 


Congregational, deſtroys what we call Presvyterial Go 
vernment, or ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Courts, as Pre3byteries, | 


Synods, and General Aſſemblies, and Eitbliſhes what is 


called Independemiſn And. therefore the Logdoa 


- 


'Y 


not Congregational but Presbyterial, that is, that every 


Miniſters contend ear 


2 


A (36) 


* 
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one of theſe Churches comprehended ſeveral diſtinct Con- 
 . pregations, having particular Paſtors of th:ic own : But 


all this is Miſtake: To think that the Churches of Fe- | 
 vaſalem, Antioch, Corinth, &c. were Prechyterjal. Churches 
is Miſtake, and it is Miſtike to think that, aſſerting 


theſe to have been Congregational Churches, militates a- 
painſt Presbyrerial Goverum ent. 

It will be (aid, That che Churches of Jeruſalem, An: 
tisch, Corinth, &c. were compleat Churches, independent, 
and had the ſupreme Power of Government within them- 


ſelves; wherefore if it be ſuppofed that they were Con- 


Congregation, or Pariſh, is a compleat Church, and hath 


gregational only, it will follow, that every Chriſtian 


the ſupreme Power of Government within it ſelf; and 


byteries, Synods, Cc. I anſwer, 1 3 

If it be pretended with the London Miniſters, that the 
Churches of Jeruſalem, &c. were Presbyterial Churches, 
1 each of them ſeveral diſtinct Congregati- 
ons, it muſt ſtill be granted that theſe Churches were 
Independent, for the ſame Reaſons theſe are obliged to 


this is downright Independentiſm, and will ſcore off Preſ- 


grant they were Independent, who ſuppoſe they were 
Congregational Churches only: My Meaning is, If ther 

who ſuppoſe that theſe Churches were Congregational, 
muſt grant that they were Independent Congregational 


Churches; for the ſame Reaſons, they who ſuppoſe them 
to have been Presbyterial, maſt grant them to have been 


Independent Presbyterial Churches. 


Now ſay I, If independent Presbyterial Churches may 


= 


joyn or confederate into Synodical, and theſe again may 


confederate into National Aſſemblies ; For the ſame Rea- 


ſons, [Independent Congregational Churches may joyn and 


confederate into Presbyterial, and theſe Presbyterial into 


Synodical Meetings, & c. And if this be, no more Damage 


is done to the Presbyterial Government, by afferting that 


the Churches of ſeruſalem, Corinth, &c. were merely 


Congregational, than by ſuppoling they were Pr esbyte- 
rial Churches. And no more is needful to be ſaid for vin- 
dicating the preceeding Arguments from a Tendency to 


deſtroy the Presbyterial Government. But 


neſtly that theſe Churches were 
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But 1. am miſtaken if it may not be granted to the 


Independents, withoat doing ang Harm to, Predby Cordl + 


Government, that every Ciiltan Cgngregation is a 
compleat Church, ha; the ſaor-mc Power of its Govern= = 
ment within it ſelf, and is independent on other Churches g 
it being evident that if a Chriſtian Congregation were 


ting at a diſtance from all other Churches, it Wanld have a 

es a- | ſupreme: and Independent Eccleſiaſtical Power, and that 
every Congregation has a Right to Elect its own Riſhopy © 
2 5 Fete which is the very higheſt Act of Churct- 

hem? If it be demanded then, that ſceing the Apoſtles, by the 

Con- Direction of the Spirit, erected every Chriſtian Congre- 

ſtian || gation into a compleat Church, with a ſupreme Power 

hath || of Government within its ſelf, what Warrant have 'the . _ . . } 
and Church Officers, the Biſhops and Presbyters, or the Go. 
Preſ- | vernours of the ſeveral Churches, to confederate or com- 
bine among themſelves, and act as a Court or Judicatory, 

it the | whether Presbytery, Synod, or National Aſſembly? It 

ches, may be anſwered, EN OW Te 

2pati- || That they have the Practice and Authority of the Pri 

were || mitive Church for their Warrant, the Church of the 

ed to || three firſt Centuries, which is of vaſt Moment: So that 

were | when the Biſhops confederate and ere& themſelves into 

ther Eccleſiaſtical Courts, they go forth by the Footſteps of the 

onal, | Flock, And that this was the Practice of the Primitive 

ional | Church, is evident. Thus tho every particular Church 

them | or Biſhop was compleatly equal and independent, fo that 

been not one Church or Biſhop could pretend to any Autho- 

1 80 rity or JIurisdiction over another Biſhop and Church, ac- 

may cording to Cyprian, who ſays, Neque enim qui ſquam no- 

may | ſtrum e ſe Epi ſcoporum conſtituit, aut tyrannico 

Rea - rerrore ad obſequend; Neceſſitatem Colle gas ſuos adigit,; 

n and | Ja ando haheat omnis Epiſcopus pro licentia libertatis & _ 

into poteſtatis ſue Arbitrium praprium; tamque judicar : Ab 

mage alio non poſſit, quam nec ipſe poteſt judicare. Sed expecte- 

that mus uni verſi Judicium Domini noſtri Jeſu Chriſti, qui unus | 

erely & ſolus habet pateſtatem & præponendi nos in Eccleſia ſus _ | 

byre- | Gubernatione, & de actu noſtro judicandi: (a) That is, (a) Ten 

r vin- Neither does any among us make himſelf a Biſhop of Bi- I. 9. 229 

cy to ; 


Hops; ner by a tyrannical Terror forces his Collegues to the 230. 


But Neceſ. 
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Neceſſity of Obedience, ſeeing every Biſhop has the Power 
in ae, Hand, according to the Licenſe of his Liberty, 
and can no more be judged by others, than he himſelf can judge 
others. But let us all expect that we will be Juaged by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who alone has Power both of ſetting us 
over the Government of his Church, and judging concern- 
ing our Adminiſtration. Tho, I ſay, all Churches were 
equal in the Third Century, and every Biſhop Indepen- 
dent, the Miniſters, the Biſhops and Presbyters of the 
Churches then, did combine and confederate among them- 
ſelves, and ated in a joynt way as Courts and Judicato- 


; ries. A Synod of Bifhops and Presbyters aſſembled at 


Antioch about the Affairs of Paulus Samoſalenus, and 
jadged, condemned, and depoſed him for his Crimes, and 


3 C Enſeb. turned him out of his Church. (a) And Cyprian gives Ac- 
A. E. I 7. count of ſeveral Synodical Meetings in Africa in his own 


Times, and elſewhere. And farther, | 
They have not only the Practice of the Primitive Church 

for their Warrant in this thing, but the Practice of the 

Primitive Church founded upon Apoſtolical Example, 


and Divine Authority: For the Apoſtles were conſtitu- - 
ted by Chriſt himſelf Univerſal Officers of the Church 


Catholick, and they were all equal among themſelves, and 
Independent, not one Apoſtle had any Juriſdiction or 


Authority over another Apoſtle ; yet we find theſe | 


Apoſtles meeting together (Act, 15.) and acting as a 
Judicatory, together with the Church | 
of Feruſalem : If then twelve Apoſtles of equal Autho- 
Tity, and Independent on each other, joy ned and ated 
as a Court, formed Canons or Decrees (Act 16. 4) 
by common Authority and Conſent, the Bithops, of Twelve 


or more Neighbouring Churches, who are of equal Pow- 


er, and in themſelves independent, may aſfemble, and act 
as a Court, for the ſame Reaſons that the Apoſtles ſo acted. 
And this is alſo Foundation for Synodicai, or National 


Aſſemblies. But the Apoſtles could not devolve their Aa- 


poſtolical Power which they received from Teſus Chriſt, 
upon. Peter, or any one of their Number; and therefore 


it cannot be pretended that the Biſhops of ſome hundreds 


of Churches or Cong regal ions, may diveſt themſelves, of 


their Epiſcopal Power, and devolve upon what they call 
2 Dloceſan, or make him their Eccleſiaſtical Monarch. 


fficers, and Church 


vanced, ſay to this. The. 


1 


8 ECT. IX. That the Argument: which are commonly 


propoſed to prove the Divine Inſtitution of Engliſh Ex 
op ary, e nothing to the purpoſe, fuly manifeſt d. mr 


83 Arguments are advanced by our Epiſcopal Di-. 
O vines, to prove that ſuch Biſhops as we have been 
ſpeaking of, or Engl;f Epiſcopacies, is warranted by the 
Word of God, and of Divine Inſtitution, but if they 
be conſidered, they will be found to be as little to the 
Purpoſe, as theſe that are advanced by the Papiſts to prove 
the Supremacy of the Biſhop of Rome. This will cafily © 


1] appear, if People will confider the preciſe thing that 


ſhould be proven by theſe: Arguments; which is this 

That Biſhops ſhould have Churches conſiſting of Hundreds 
of Congregations, and ſhould govern their Churches, not iu 
conjunction with the Presbyters, but by 4 ſecular Conrt, 
Chancellor, Sub-Chancellor, &c, This is the preciſe thing 
which muſt be proven by theſe who undertake to prove. 


the Divine Inſtitution of Exgliſi Biſhops; this the thi 


which theſe ſhould ſatisfie themſelves about who intend 
to act conſcientiouſly with reſpe& to this Affair. Now 
let us hear what the Arguments which are commonly ad- 


(10) Argument is taken from the Old Teſtament, uns 
der the Old Teftament, ſay they, there was a Higb- 


Prieſt, Prieſts and Levites; and hence they infer, that 
there ſhould be three Orders of Church-Officers in the 


Chriſtian Church, Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons ; it 
being unreaſonable to ſuppoſe ns that what was 
inſtituted by God hiniſelf under the Law, without re- 

ſpect to Type or Ceremony, ſhould be rejected under 
the Goſpel, as a Device of Antichriſt. And to confirm 
this,Ferem is cited, affirming, That what Aaron aud his Sons, 
and the Levites were under the Temple, that are the Biſhops 


Presbyters and Deacons in the Chriftian Church, Anſwer, 


Tho' this Argument be obſcure, and as far as I can un · 


derſtand, proves nothing at all, yet let it be granted, 
that it proves very clearly that every Church ſhouid have 


its Biſhop, ,Presbytery and Peacons, it can never be pre- 
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little of 


nother, 


be a very ſtrange 


AA 
tended that it proves that every Biſhop ſhould have a 
Chuich, or Dioceſe conſiſting of many, or Hundreds of 


Cong: egitions , yet if this be not fairly conchided, and 
alfo that the Bithop fond rule his Church, not by the 


common Council of the Presbyters, but by à Chancellor, 
Sub · Chancellor, & c. nothing is done at all towards the 


proving the Divine Institution of Engliſh Epiſcopacy, _ 

| * ns: (2d) Argument is taken from Our Savionr's 
en 

Freach up and down in the Cities and Villages of u- 


ding forth the Twelve and the Seventy Diſciples to 


des: The Twrlve, ſay they, were ſuperior tothe Seventy ;, 
and hence they infer, that there ſhould be a Superiority 
of Biſhops. over Presbyters in the Church. © © 
This A | e t. 

creding, or. leſs, if Ieſs can be; not only becauſe that 
Miſſion of the Twelve and Seventy was temporary only, 
and the Twelve had no Power then over the Chriſtian 
Churches, there being none as yet erected, and had as 

of Epiſcopal JurisdiQtion'over the Seventy; they be- 
ing. neither ſent by them, nor accountable to them, and 


1 — 


they being ſent forth at one time, and the Twelve at a- 
her, had no manner of Concernment with them, and 
FE CR little on them as on any of the reſt of 


— 


ſaid: But becauſe, tho we ſhould grant, for Peace s fake, 


that the Twelve were Superiour to the Scvemy, and 

that therefore the Biſhops ſhould be Superiour to the 

Presbyters, it would nie nothing at all towards the 
robation of the chief th 


fiſting of Nultitudes of Congregations, arid” ſhonld go- 
vern them by 4 Chancellor. Sab-Chancellor; Cc. to the 
Excluſion. 6 


and afterwards: the Scventy, to Preach through the King - 
dom of Leere and made the Twelve Superiour to the 
Seventy, there | 


ſitting of n of Scores of Congregations,/ it will | 
 @ very Cirange thing: Icy bo" dan Hd Weightin 
4 


rgument is as little to the Purpoſe as the pre- 


Probation of the ing that ſhoald be proven, and 
which muſt be clearly proven by Scripture, ©before it can 

be pretended that e Biſhops are of Divine Inſti. 
tation; to wit, That Biſhops ſhould have Churches con- 


1 the Presbyters, If any Perſon form fach 
nan Argument as this, Our Saviour ſent forth the Twelve, 


efore the Biſhops hond tave Dibeefſes con- 


OD, oo RR. Co ns 
a || that Argument, will, when it makes for their Secular 
F Intereſt, find Weight in this too; Chriſt ſaid, Then axe 
a Peter; Ergo, the Biſhop of Rome is Univerſal Byhop.' The 
5 ) Argument is taken from the Biſhops being the Suc- 
"B ceflors of the Apoſtles : The Biſhops, ſay they, are 3 of 
1? | Succefſors of the Apoſtles in the Supreme Power Ecceſi»  \ | 
aſticel; therein; S. „ è - 
+. | _ But after we have granted that the Biſhops are the Suc· | 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles, as far as common Senſe: will al- \Y 
low particular Church Officers. to be reckon d Succeſſors | 
„of theſe who were Univerſal, this Argument will come as 
A far ſhort of reaching the Point, as any of the Preceeding. 
Y |. This Argument, The Biſhops are the Succeſſors of the 
.- | Apoſtles in the Supreme Power Eccleſiaſtical, therefore 
Biſhops ſhould have Churches: conſiſting of Multitudes of 
Congregations, concludes no better than this, Biſhops are 
the Sueceſſors of the Apoſtles, therefore they ſhould have 
Churches conſiſting of one Congregation only. The. 
(4) Argument is taken from Timothy and Titus, theit 
being conſtituted Biſhops, the one of Epheſus, and the 
other of Crete. Timothy, ſay they, was made Biſhop of 
| Epheſus, was ſuperiour to the Presbyters, had a Power 
| to Ordain, Rebuke, Cenſure, &. therefore, &'c, Anſwer, __ 
ITho' it never was; nor will be proven, that Timothy Py * 
was fixed as Epheſus, as Biſhop. there, or Titus at Crete, 
there being no reaſon to think that Titus was Biſhop of 
Crete rather than Dalmatia,. or Timothy of Epheſus ra. 
ther than of Theſſalonica. (a) Yet, granting all that can My ) t 
be demanded; it is not poſſible to make it appear, either 1225725 | 
| by Scripture, or any other way, that the Church of Ephe- 21 . 4 } 
. | conſiſted of many Congregations, and that ſpoils the 10. 1 
| Demonſtration. / As to Crete, it was a Province, and had 
many Churches, Dioceſſes, and Biſhops: in it, and there- 
fore the Argument hence is not to the Purpoſe; it makes 
for Metropolitans, if for any thing at all, but Metropolitang 
were not fo early, tho they appeared in the Church 
| long before that which is now call'd Epiſcopagy: was S0 
in the World, Nay, the great Leviathan had already be- 
> {| gun to lift up his Head, when this fort., of l th 
; | Was not as yet: known in the Church; for when. the Coun - 
ar of Sardicx appointed * to the Biſhop ö hy i 
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or ſomething like it, there were but very few Biſhops in 
the Church of the Engliſh Faſhion, if any at all, Andas 


to the 1. | 6 
(5) Argument taken from the Angels of the ſeven 4/:- 


Rev. atick Churches, (b) give it the ſame Anſwer: It cannot 


2.0 3- be made appear by any Argument whatſoever, that theſe 


of Envliſh Epiſcopacy by the 


Foundation is ſapped. - re that he did not fee to the 
bottom of this Controverly 


Churches or Epiſcopal Dioceſes were of the Exgliſh Form, 
or conſiſted of many Congregations; or that theſe Bi- 


| ſhops governed their Churches by Chancellors, Sub Chan- 
chellors, &c. And after all, I think we may ſtand here and 
wonder at the Inadvertency of many very great, and very 


learned Men, who thought I ene, Divine Inſtitution 
oregoing Arguments. 
And it will be found, that this is a Blow at the Root 


of all, that has been advanced of late by the Learned 


M. Dodwel, with reſpect to this Controverſy. He pre- 
tends that every Biſhop is the fame in his Dioceſe; that the 


High Prieſt was in the Fewiſh Church; that he is the Cen- 
ter of Unity, the Head of his Church; that he is tlie 
Repreſentative of Chriſt, with whom none can have | 
Communion without communicating with the Biſhop; 
that the Sacraments are abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, 
and that no Sacrament is Valid, but that which is Au- 
thoriſed by the Biſhop; that to ſeparate from the Biſhop | 
is Schiſm, the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ;, that they who 
are not in Cominunion with the Biſhops, are out of the 


Church, and have no Covenanted Right to any of the 
Benefits of Chriſt's Purchaſe; that the Biſhop is an abſolute 


Monarch in his Church, Gg. And all along he ſuppoſes 
that the Biſhops in ancient Times, or by Original Inſti- 


tution, had Churches conſiſting of Multitudes of Con- 
gregations; Without this Suppoſit ion the Engliſh Biſhops 


can receive no Advantage by his Poſitions, tho they ſhould | 
be found to be ſolid: (on the contrary, all the Privileges | 


he heaps on his Biſhops, if they be real, will belong not 
to the Engliſh, but to the Presbyterian Biſhops) But the 
Suppoſition being manifeſtly falſe, all that is advanced 


by the Learned Man, witk reſpect to this Controverſy, 


comes to nothing, and falls like a ruinous Wall, whoſe 


when he wrote his Book 
about 


© © at 


about Schiſm, for he did not conſider how eaſily the whole 


Laborious Fabrick of it might be overturned by one 
Word; by ſaying, It does not appear that Biſhops ſhould have = 


| Churches conſiſting of many Congregations, or that the 


Engliſh Biſhops are of Chriſfs Appointment : But before 
he wrote his Book of The One Altar, he was made ſenſi- 
ble of his Error, yet he brings no Remedy, only he en- 
deavours to make it appear, that the Fathers might rea- 
ſon againſt Schiſm from the Unity of the Altar, tho' there 
bad been many Hundreds of Inferior Altars in each E- 
piſcopal Charch ; notwithſtanding there is as little Men- 
tion of Inferiour Altars in Epiſcopal Churches in the 
Writings of any Author of the three firſt Centuries, as 
there is of Lawn Sleeves, or Cardinals Caps: So that 
what M. Dodwel writes concerning Epiſcopacy, is wholly 


built upon a falſe Suppoſition, which falling, all that 


4 


he ſays on the Head, falls with it. 


I be fame Conſideration diſcovers alſo the Weakneſs of 
the Argument advanced by the Learned Mr. Hoadly, to 
prove that the Diffenting Miniſters are Uſurpers, have no 


iniſterial Commiſſion, nor Right to perform the Acts 


of the Miniſterial Office. 


Now, fays he, the reaſonableneſs of inſiſting upon 
** this (namely, the Re-ordination of Difſenting or Freſ- 


© hyterian Miniſters before they can be admitted to bear 
| * Office in the Church of England) appears from this 
one Propoſition, the Truth of which to us is plain, 
„ acknowledged by Mr. Baxter, and not in the leaſt 
called in queſtion in any of your Reaſonings on this 


*© Head, viz. That Epiſcopal Or dination is the regular, or- 


| © derly Ordination Tea the Church of Chrſt. 


Buy Eprſcopal Ordination here, the Author either muſt 
underſtand Ordination by ſuch Biſhops as they have in 


England, that is, Ordination by Biſhops having Dioceſſes 
conſiſting of many Jes 8 
upon the Ambiguity of a Word. But (1.) It is not true 


Congregations, elſe he trifles, and plays 


that Mr, Baxrer acknowledged this Propoſition, that Or- 


dinat iori by Biſhops having Dioceſſes conſiſting of many 


Congregations, is the regular, orderly Ordination ſettled 


in the Church of Chriſt, It is known to ell who know the 
Writings of that great Man, bus 2 approved ot Congre- 


gationa 


=. TE 
gational Epiſcopacy, prof«ſſed to believe, and proved by 
many Arauments that all the Biſhops who lived within 
the three firſt Centu ies, were no other than Congre- 
gational Bühops (2) Tho' Mr. Baxter had acknowledg'd 
this, it is a tale Propoſition, a Propoſition which neither 
Mr. Hoz4ly, nor any of his Fraternity ever were, or ever 
will be able to prove. And therefore he has come far 
ſhort of making ir appear, that the Ordination of the 
Diſſenting Miniſters is [rregalar and Diſorderly, and much 
more of proving that it is a Nullity. And ſuppoſe it 
could be proven hat all the Dioceſes or Churches of which 
2 5 is any mention in Scripture, comprehended many 
Hundred Congregations, yet how will it be made appear 
that it is the Will of Chriſt, that all Ordinations be 
Null and Void that are performed by Biſhops whale Dio- 
ceſes are not large rg to comprehend many Congre- 
gations, or whoſe Dioceſes are ſo ſmall as to con ſiſt of 
one Congregation only? Mr. Hoadly was not fo raſh as 
to undertake the Probation of this; yet till this be done, 
till it be proven that Congregational Epiſcopacy is abſo- 
lutely unlawful, or that to have a Dioceſe conſiſting of 
many Congregations is Eſſential to a Biſhop, it will be 
impoſlible to prove tkat the Ordinations of the Difſenting, 
and other Presbyterian Miniſters are Irregular, and much 
more impoſlible, that they are Nullities. And pray, what 
Apoſtle, or what Evangeliſt ever ſaid, that Congrega- 
tional Epiſcopacy is Unlawful, and againſt the Mind of 
Chriſt ? And where did ever any Ancient Father of the 
Church affirm, that unleſs a Biſhop have more Congrega- 
tions than One in his Dioceſe, he is no Biſhop at all, and 
all the Ordinations per formed by him are meer Nullities? 
It is very ſtrange that any Perſons ſhould take upon 
them to diſannul the Ordinations of ſo many Miniſters, 


and unchurch the greater Part of the Reformed Churches 


of Europe, upon a Pretence which is nothing but a meer 
Fiction, a Notion of their own, which they. very well 
know has no Foundation either in Scripture, or Wri⸗ 
_ tings of the Ancient Fathers. . 


— 


. 


But Mr. Hoadly being better Natur'd, it ſeems, than 


ſome of his Brethren, and of a more merciful Diſpoſi- 
tion, has ſome Pity on the poor Presbyterian Churches at 


Home 


ed by 
ithin 
ngre- 
24g'd 
either 
ever 
ie far 


f the 


irches. 


meer 
well 
Wri- 


than 


iſpoſi- 
hes at 


Home 
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decſign'd to prove from this luſtance. The Parallel to 


og Ca. © 
Home and Abroad; for he pretends that tho' their Mini- 
ſters have no Commiſſion, and are notbirg but Uſur- 
pers, yet their Miniſterial Acts may be Valid with re- 
ſpect to them, and that the Sacraments which they re- 


ceive from them are true Sacraments, and effectual to 
| all the Ends and Purpoſes for which Chriſt has appointed 


them, and conſequently, that tho? they have no true 
Miniſters, they are a kind of Chriſtian Churches, tho 
to be ſure, very imperfect; for which liberal Confeſſion: 
they are, no doubt, much obſiged to him. 
* I ſee not, ſays he, what can be objected here, unleſs 
© it be this: Since we allow you no Authority in what 
you do now, and do not think that God approves of 
your Ordination, now you may have Ep:ſcopal Ordi- 
nation, and refuſe it; why do we not inſiſt upon 
the Re- hapt ⁊ing of thoſe who are Baptized by you, Cc? 
Why do we allow your Acts valid now we grant no 
Neceſſity? To which, Mr. Baxter furniſhes us with a 
Reply. If the Lord Deputy of Ireland were Dead, and 
one ſhould fo Counterfeit the King's Hand and Seal, as' 
that the Nobles and People could not diſcern it, and 
ſhould annex this to a Grant for the Place, and ſhem 
it to the People, and claim the Power by it, if this Man 
continue the Exerciſe of this Power f.r a Tear, before. 
the Deceit be diſcovered, all his Aftions muſt be Valid 
as, to the Benefit of the Commonwealth, though they are 
Treaſonable to himſelf, From which it is plain, that 
as the honeſt People ought not to ſuffer for the Treaſon 
of the pretended Governour, ſo God will take care 
that the truly honeſt People fhall receive no Hurt for 
the Fault of others; that as the King may approve of 
the Actions themſelves, as they reſpect the People, and 
yet not approve of the Perſon's Pretenſions to his Au- 
thority ; ſo Almighty God may approve of the Actions 
of Mirifters as they reſpect the honeſt and well mean- 
ing People, and yet not approve at all of the Miniſter 
conſidered as ſuch ; that as the Governoxr*s Actions 
were Valid, tho' he had really no Comm iſſion, fo the 


Actions of a Miniſter may be Valid, and yet his Orai- 


nation no proper Ordination; which was the Thing I 


his 


(45) EE. 
© this Governor and his People, is the Miniſter and his, 
© People. As the Governour has no Authority, and yet 
© his Acts are Valid, ſo the Miniſter may have no Au- 
© thority from God on his Part, and yet his Actions 
© may be Valid as to the People, Almighty God not 
2 „ them to ſuffer for the Fault of others. Ibid. 
© þ. 18, 19. =, : on 
Alus is nk very ſmall Relief to the Presbyter ian 
Churches, and People groaning under the Miſeries this 
Author has reduced them to, by his depriving them of 
a lawful Goſpel Miniſtry, and if they follow my Ad- 
vice, they ſhall depend very little upon it. They have 
one Comfort here that is built upon more ſolid Foundati- 
ons, and it is this, That the Salvation of the meaneſt 
Drudge in Europe, of the Servant Maid that is behind the 
Mill, does not depend upon the Senſcleſs and Saucy. Con- 
eluſions of ſome, or the Charitable Allowances of others 
of the Divines of the Church of England. oy © | 

believe that what Mr. Baxter ſays may be very true, 
If one ſhould deceive the People of Ireland by counter- 
feiting the King's Seal, and ſhould Act as Lord Deputy 
there for a Year in troubleſome Times, before the Deceit 
were diſcovered, all his Acts might be valid to the Be- 
nefit of the Common- Wealth, tho” treaſonable to hiinielf, 
But I'm much afraid, that if that People ſhould continue in 
ſuch a Miſtake obſtinately, for the ſpace of two hundred 
Years, and ſhould receive Commands all that Time from 
Lords, who had ne Commiſſion from the King at all, 
that would alter the Caſe, and they could no more be 
reckon'd the Subjects of our Kings, but of theic Lords 
to whom they yielded their Obedience. And this is the 
Caſe with reſpect to the Preshyterian Churches, Indeed 
if they had ſubmitted to the Miniſtry of theſe Uſurpers 

for two or three Years only, till they had got their 
Commiſſions better Examined, perbaps Mr. Hoadiys Shift 
might have taken Place; but ſo it is, that they have 
ſubmitted to the Miniſtry of theſe Uiurpers ever ſince 
the Reformation, and have adhered to them moſt per- 
tinactouſly all that time, notwithſtanding the Learned 
Lucabrations and Charitable Advices of fevcral of the 
Divines of the Church of England ;, wherefore it is much 
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Acts might be valid as tc the 


to be feared, that the validity of their Miniſterial Acts, 
with reſpect to theſe Rebellious People, has ceaſed up- 
wards of one hundred and fifty Years before this Time. 
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Almighty God not permitting them to Suffer for the 
F:ult of others. Thus as they who were Baptized by theſe 
"Prebyteriat! Miniſters, had as effectual Baptiſm às they 
who were Baptized by Epiſcopil Miniſters; in like man- 
ner, they who were Ordainea by them, had as valid 
Ordination as Mr. Hoadly himſelf. But it is in a manner 
loſt Labour to examine ſuch Notions as theſe, for no 
Perſon thinks them worth the Noticing, I muſt ſay here, 
that there is a great difference between Mr. Hoaaly 
Diſputing againſt Non Conformity, and Mr. Floadly Rea- 
ſoning againſt Non Reſiſtance. | | 


- 8 Quantum nut atus ab Ib, 
Hectore ui redijt Spolijs indutus Achilli. 
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ſtricted to Congregational Dioceſes, © 
©” Wherefore theſe Epiſcopal Divines, who made it thelr 


49 ) 


4 . 


the Biſhop and all his C42 might have but a Church 


or Dioceſe conſiſting of one Congregation only in Charge 


among them all, as the Biſbaps of Rame and Carthage in 
the middle of the third Century. In the Church of Car- 


thage particularly, there was then a Biſhop and ſeven or 
eight Presbyters, and the Biſhop vras ſuperior to the Pre 
byters, yet that Biſhop, and theſe his Pre ibyters, bad a 
Church or Dioceſe. conſiſting but of one Congregation 


under their Inſpection and Care, as has been made evident, 


I think, to a Demonſtration elſewhere, Tho then it be 
ſufficiently. proven, that Biſhops are ſuperior to preach- 
ing Presbyters by Divine Authority, Engliſh Epiſcopaey 
may be totally Ruined notwithitanding; for however 
they may be made ſuperior to Presbyters, they will be 
quite Demoliſhed, if their Epiſcopal Juriſdiction be re- 


* 


. 


? 


Work to prove that Biiſbops are ſuperior to Presbyters, by 
Divine Right, have ſpent their Labour in vain; have done 


no Service at all to Englifh Epiſcopacy, and have not 
made it appear that ſuch Hiſhops have any thing of Divine 


Warrant, or Scripture Approbation; only they have 


contributed the beſt of their Endeavours to obſcure the 
Truth, e the People, and keep up a Faction in the 
T Church, which 


ich has been the Cauſe of much Miſery and 
Trouble, And they who make the' State of the Queſtion 


between the Precbyterians and the Prelatiſts to lie in this, 


Whether the Church ſhould be Geverned by Paftrs win 
in Parity or Imparity, are either diſingenious, or jene: 


rant of this Controverſy. 


1 


6217 > a 

= . 1 e TE 1 1 een 1 17 18 3 hd 44 36. ai a is 4 603 54. 5. 4 . * *. o 
” k ” : == a. .* ” 4 I N y ” i 4 . 
5 £ , a" a : " 0 . , « o 
( a 1 1 i » 4 1. 2 1 * 5 4 ” . 
8 . . 6 Conctuſion 
a 5 2.) L * en 8 . 5 7 3 "=, 704 * 2 . id 
* 0 * 5 „ + 3 3 1 8 py b | | % " 


Now from what bas been faid, it is evident; that 
'L N , our Epiſcopal People believe, that Biſhops having 
Dioceſſes conſiſting of many Congregations, are warraits 
ed by Scripture,” and of Divine Inſtitation, becauſe they 


Vi believe it, and, will have ſuch,Bifſops in the Epe 


| becauſe they Pill hive them; and if Chriſt be dilptedſer 
| At haviing Offers in his Chargh Which he oever appotht 
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ed, it cannot be helped; | 

thing. Thy Servant will henceforth offer neither Burnt- 

offering nor Sacrifice unto other Gods, hut unto the Lord, 

In this thing the Lord pardon thy Servant, that when 

my Maſter goeth into the Houſe of Rimmon to worſhip 

there, and he leaneth on my Hand, and I bow my ſelf in 
the | Houſe of Rimmon, when I bow down my ſelf in the 


Houſe of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy Servant in this 


R 
what they call Church, they are taught to cry Church, 
Church, as the Few:ſh People, The Temple of the Lord, 
the Temple of the Lord; but if they will be at the Pains 


to examine what has been ſaid here, 2 they ml ; 
eal for what they 


find it needful to conſider, if their 
call Church, be not a Zeal for ſomething under that 
Name, which has no Relation at all to the Church. For, 
pray, what do they underſtand by Church? The Effen- 


tials of Chriſtianity, and the great Truths of God, or. 


People profeſſing to believe theſe Truths, and walk ng. 
n 


according to them? ' Nay, by Church they underſta 


no ſuch thing, but Ceremenzes and | Biſhops, Biſhops ha- 
ving Churches conſiſting of Hundreds of Congregations. {| 
A very ſtrange fort of a Church! Such a Church as was 


never heard of before in the World: So that their Zeal 


for: Church is a Zeal for Ceremonies, and not for Bi- 

ſhops, but ſuch Biſhops as we have been ſpeaking of. 
But how doth it appear that by Church they under- 

ſtand Ceremonies and Biſhops having Churches conſiſt - 


ing of Hundreds of Congregations? It appears very clear- 


1. For it is known' to all, that the common Outcry not 


long ago, was, The Church is in Danger; and it is as 
well known, That tho the Diſſenters had carried it, or 
ot the | upper-band, Church in the Goſpel Senſe would 


, Faith, as ftifly as they do themſelves, if not more. 


The ouly thing that can be imagined would have been in 5 
Danger, is the Ceremonies, and ſuch Biſhops as we hays |: 
mentioned: Wherefore, the Meaning of Church is in Dan 


Dioceſſes, arc in Danger. | 9 


ed, they muſt be excuſed in this 


he Epiſcopal People in this Ife are very zealous for 
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ave. been in no Danger at all, in regard that the Difſen-, |. 
ters adhere to, and maintain what are called the Article, 
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ger, comes to this, Ceremonies and Biſbops having ſuc! _ 
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| - of tolerable Senſe in the whole Land, who conſtantly com- 


den than theſe Needfal thing,. It the Engliſn Qonvera- 
J. tion were Writing to the People concerning their Cere- 
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I. Truths of the Goſpel, and believe ati the: Articles. of 


de Chriſtian Fairh, and want nothing. that ein be rt: 
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I be Teal then of theſe People for Church, is Zeal for 
Heß and Ceremonies, Bi which dave. ng War- | 
rant from Scripture, and Ceremonies that have as little; 
| Ceremonies Mich are in their own Nature Indifferent, 


as is profeſs d; fo that the Worthip of God id nothing 
the better with them, and nothing worſe of being with- 
ont them; never a whit the more perfe& with them, and 
never a whit the leſs acceptable wu out 
them. Thus Biſhop Sanderſon; If any Serm, on Matt. 
Man ſhall wear a Surplice, or Kneel, r 1. 9. 
| Croſs, with an Opinion of Neceſſity f. 
Conſcience ſake towards God, as if thoſe Parts. of G oc s 
Service could not be rightly performed without them, tho, 
our Church had not appointed them, doubileſs the Vie of 
ſuch Ceremonies, by reaſon of ſuch Opimery,, would be 
| ſuperſtitions to him. And Dr. Patrick, rriendl Deb. 
| Ceremonies part ef Divine Worſhip, ©: 
when we ſuppoſe them to be fo Neceſſary, that the doing 
them moul 4 4 Thing ple aſing to God, and the omitting 
_ of them would be 4 Thing diſpleaſing to him, altue there 
were nd humane Law that required t he doing of them, Io 
whom we may add Mr. Hoadly, Who ſays (Keaſo. Con- 
. form. part 2. p. 193.) Ton cannot produce one ſinglę Perſon 


municates with the Church of England with this Option, 
namely, That the Worſhip of God ud not begaccep- 
table without the ſaper added Formalities,” às he calls the 
Ceremonies. Wherefore, wlieteasd the 
Apoſtles, in their Epiſtle to the Churxhes A4, 15. 28. 
in Syria and Cilicia, lay, It ſee med gaẽmmt 3 


1 
SL * 


: | Wenn 2 O | | * = 
hoſt and to us to la upon you nο greater Bur- 


* . 


©" monies, they would be neceſſitated to alten their Stile: a 
little after this Manner, It ſec med good to ud (toubay!wper 
vou no greater Burden than theſe Needieis Ting. 


And beſides, tho the Diſſenters embrace \the-great 
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mae 10 belong ta a Church, exce the cre onies, 

ib Nees 5 ip of ps we have be 5 the oe, 

ü opriate Gtr e c E of the Church 

1 2 * emſelves and will not 42 — the Diffemeys 

bob 4 reckoned Members thereof : And this is vlainty 
Vitipend the Everlaiting Goſpel, to conte and 

ſis the great Truths of Chriſt, and the Ward of Not 

nd this Is evident, becauſe, the pla, 1a t ſpeaks 

is this, That angſt embracing the 20k 12 hetieving 

the Truths of Chriſt, 2 ſaicably, is totally 
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his 1 1 N. relpect to _ Pork 
-Meree People of the Church 12 as to Le of | i 
"them that are Intelligent and Sober, When they -of 

dent weg ie Church f Eg land, N © Wha 


that the Diſſenters are or; 75 the 0 or A Tens | 
from the Commoniwytalth of [lral, h. are that t 1 
are the-Charch of England Edtabliſhe d by La Law, whic 
the Diſſenters are not. | 
- 4eannat leave this without wandring at, Gay 1 fy, 
e Rerverſeneſs and graceleis Dilpaytion, gr the ſhame- 
al aorance of theſe :w 10 pretend 9; laehurch ſo ma- 
; 2 A ff 3 bat 
| - Riſhops+ havi cor oi ing y .Congrega- |. / 
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7 kings to Biſkci of. Rome 3; bit ſcarce any thing can 
be thoup 25 thar-is wire 3b ibfe than tlie pre- 
3 whether of the Doctors or Diſciples, as to this. 
nels. - | 
; Theſe Syc: 8 and fiery Zoo ay, that we WY 
out of the Church, becauſe we want Biſnops; for they 
pretend that our Alinilters or paſtors ate not Biſhops! / 
1. thingy are now ſet in ſuch a clear Light; that ny. 
darenot ay. that our paſtors are not Bithops; becaufe 
their Churches ate not like theſe in England, of du not 
conſiſt of many Cong etzst ions, or more than One. The 
el 455 erjders of the pr claticat Cauſe, are forced” to 
tit is no Ways inconſiſteut with tbe Nature of 
ws gan Office, that a Biltiop have one Congre- 
gation only for his Dioceſe, nay, {peak of them as ri- 
 Gicutous, who think otherwiſe, When M. Clarkſon had 
faid, Herdby it appears. with what Juugmen ſos among 
1 wall 5 e to 1 true 75 hurches that mam e 
auin oceiles conſiſting of man  Congregatio: 6. Dr. 
Nat 0 nlwers,. {t is neither 1 nor friendly to charge 
425 with. abſurd Opinions, of whit h he Hal they, "rot 
perbaps any. other were ever guilty; What Witnels "what 
Evidence of this Matter ? What. Bool, or Converſation 
euer betrayed ſo great Weakneſs I never yet heard of any 
Aan who made it Eſſential to a a B. ſhop to 
baue many Congregations ufer him : (45 (a) Def Dio. 
Let our Epiſcopal People in Seorland Will.” Ep. D 41 
fmile if we 18518 of a biſhopthat has but | 
one Congregation for his Dioceſe; whetefore they a af 
a Pec ple That betray great Weaknefs, and maiptzin a 
ſurd Opinions, according to this Doctor; and great 
FRE; of. the Church of England. "bur wi then are 
the Presbyterian Miniſters Bilhops ? Becaufe, (a 5 
icy have not Biſhops Comitillioas, of of Want 
, pal Ordination, Not to fay any thi ng at this 5 of 
| The Childiſbr . or rather vunititel'tgibie Norſence of 
this Pretence, (perhaps I may take 1 int Confideracdion 
it another Occafion) I am raid there is nothing in it 
 Diddimulatiao, and deck fit Dealing. for, 1 
„If Congregatiqual Ep ifca Nb Law ul, 8 if thetd 
| be no Quatre! at all again Fee prey fot 1 
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having 2 Biſhop 


was taken away at the Revolution, or for the Reſtoration 
of Bi hops that have Dioceſſ. es conſiſting of many Congre- 


gations ? How comes it that nothing can fatisfie but Dio- 


ceſſes. ſo large, that fourteen of them exhauſt the whole 
Kingdom? How comes it that to give B ſhops Commiſſions 


to all the Presbyterian or Diſſenting Miniſters, is what 


never enters into the Thoughts of the party which pre- 
tends to be ſo Zealous for Epiſcopacy ? ls it not notori- 
ouſly. known, that if the presbyterian Miniſters in Scor- 


land ſhould ſubmit to receive Impoſition of Hands, or 


B:iſheps Commiſſions from the Biſhop of Canterbury, and 


two or three of his Collegues, that would not ſatisfie in 


the leaſt, and would be derided as a Mock. Reſtoration of 
Epiſcopacy in this Kingdom? It is evident then, that this 
i of the Want of Epiſcopal. Ordination, is nothing 
ut a Sham to keep up the Fact 8 
rant, Stupid, and Unthinking, br careleſs and uncon- 
cerned People, when they find theniſelves fairly beat from 
all pretences to Scripture and Antiquit v. f 


But tho' it be thus pretended, that no Epiſcopal Mn 


denies the-presbyterian Miniſters to be Biſhops, becauſe 


their Dioceſſes conſiſt of vo more Congregations than 
one, yet this is a pretence, which they muſt not, and 


dare not part with, as any Perſon may eafily perceive: 
For at the Reformation, the Exgliſh Biſhops were Or- 
dained by Popiſh Biſhops, who had Dioceſſes conſiſting 


of many Congregations; in like manner, the firſt pres- | 


byterian Miniſters in Scotland after the Reformation, re 
ceived their Ordination from Popiſn Biſhops who had 
Dioceſſes conſiſting of many Congregations, or fromh 


perſons. who were Ordained by ſuch Biſhops. And if 


It be demanded why the Proteſtant E440 Biſhops at 
tie Reformation were Biſhops, and the presbyterjan 


_ MinifterSia Scotland at the Reformation were not Ei- 
- thops? they Have nothing ke fay bur this, namely, The | 
.Presbyterian Miniſters in Scotland at he Kefipmaien | 


Ghovgh hey kad Epiſcopal Ordination) were not 


ve the only thing 
Wanting, is, That the Presbyterian Miniſters have not 
Epiſcopal Ordination, whente comes that furious Zeal 
for the Reſtoration of that ſort of Epilcopacy which 
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p. 32. I. 30. r. Aerius s. p. 33. 1.28 


occurs, let it be corrected. p. 35. l. 31. r. parity. p. 38. 
J. 41. add it after de volve. p. 5 1.6. r. Epiſcopacy. p. Ar. 
I. 25. r. at Epheſus. p. 42.1.5. r. we give. p. 45. 1.9. 
r. Conceſſion. p- 47. 1. 15, dele granting what is aid here 
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| 45: 50808 8 * waz 
Neck re the Caſe of 7 bezedy; for t 
thieſe ned Converts there were not % many 
Negteckers of ide Aﬀerndlies, yer the paffing Ware 
1 be many, &c. N on Epifeep. park 2 185 ye 
the Þ* 11. 4d, T aer Miſtakes, w 
© the partiemar Churches are het! Sen, 2 
ds not contider them = in actuaf Goh | 
15” Mit fog 1 — 7 one Particular Chiiteh 8 8 
dent orr any reticular Church. The Chard 
of Feruſalem — add on the Church of Auch 
ard the Church of Antioch independent on that of E- 
93 on 22 &c. 770 ſays, * enim 
guiſguam neſtrum Epiſcopum ſe Epiſcoporum conſtituit, 
= Yet they had.their Synods in his time, on which |. 
particular Biſhop was dependent, us the ex- 


Unity and Warſhip of the Primitive Church, p. 190, ſays 
every Church was in this Senſe independent, that 


Church, it 1 : ſufficient Right and Power in it 
# an "ond d chafti * all its delingneut aud s; ending Mem- 
re in - Senſe it 7 dependent, as c. 
ved if Fee 22 ches, Mw; part of The Churth Ui 
Yeſal; Kc. And the famous Mr. Baxter frys, That theſe | 
richlar Churches with their B. yd and eabyrery, "HE 
fer fig fo far. that #6 other Biſhop or Church hath 
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Take he Exton ere nd ang Learned LT . are Sa- 


e according to Biſhop Sarderſor ; and. accordin 
Xo Mr 2 5 Cares 5 b of erable Senſe. * 
5 writes ree with their Practice; if the 

har the 1 75 of God is better wit 

| den wichour them ; that it is more perfect, 
re.decent, or more acceptable to the. Almighty, they 
5 a Neceſlſit) luppoſe that Jeſus Chriſt knew not 
What was decent in that Caſe, and moſt a 25 ptable to God Þ 
for if Cliriſt had use that the Ceremonies wou! 
ave. rendered the Worthip of God either more decent or 
wore accepa le to him, doubtleſs he would not have fail'd 
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0 appoint, or inſtitute them; and they. muſt. ſuppoſe; 
that tho” Chriſt inſlitoted à pure Guſpel up, yer 
| che th one 1 85 N Ka it, | F i it more 
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[Pag. 44. 4.4. add, 1 know that Mr. Baxter had ſome 
_ peculiar Notions about general or unfix'd Officers; but 
if theſe Notions of his militate againſt Scorrifh, they mi- 
| litate as much - againft Engliſʒi Ordinations, nay, a- 
5 all Ordinations in the Church of Chr:F ſince the 
Death of ihe Apoſtle John; for aſter him there was no 
general Officer in the Church, And if any who may 
de of Mr, Baxter's. Opinion, will take upon them to. 
. fay, That Clement, Ignatius, Polycarp, Cornelius and Cy» 
prian, &c. or the Biſhops of the Church in the three firſt 
Centuries, had not the Power of Ordination; or that 
„they who were Ordained by them, were not regularly 
Ordained, in my Opinion they will be found to mai. 
tain fooliſh Abſurdities and Singularities, contrary to te 
Sentiments of all Chriſtians. Tbis plain Argument may -- 
be confidered, = —_ 


| Clement, Ignatius, Pelycarp, Cornelius and Cyprian, . : 
23 85 na the Power of Ordination in the Opinion of - - 
Chriſtians. 1 N 


- But the Presbyter ian Miniſters in Scstland and Engl 
a; are ſuch Biſhops as Clement, Ignatius, Cornelius, ia. 
Ke. according to Mr, Baxter. : „ 
Therefore the Presbyterian Miniſters in Scotland an 
England have the Power of Ordination, and they who - 
are Ordained by them, are regularly Ordained, 99 
l.! bey who fancy that there is any Irregularity in the 
Ordinations perſorm d by the Presbyterian Mixiſters, muſt | 
build upon this Suppoſition, That no Mi gan be a 
Chriſtian Biſhop unleſs he has more Congregations than 
one in his Diocele or Church, and this is to build upona _ 
roundleſs and a falſe Suppoſition; and J am fully 2 > 
ſwaded, that Mr, Bextcs was difficulted in the Buſineſs 
of Ordination, becauſe he did not thorowly conſider the + 
Conſequences from his own Principles. Dr. Owen and 
Mr. Clarkſoy underſtood this Buſineſs better by far. 


Pag. 29. Between line 25 and 26. 


SECT. 2 The Churches of Antioch, Corinth, LA? 
dicea, &c. were Congregational, The reſt of the lars 
belonging to the Fifth Claſs ronſidertd; and theſe which _ 
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